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O more important publication than' 



^ this work has appeared in the 
history of the revolutionary move¬ 
ment since the first formulations of 
Communist principles by Karl Marx. 

In this, the first of probably six 
volumes, all of which will soon ap¬ 
pear, are the collected speeches and 
writings of the great leader and 
teacher, LENIN, on fundamental prob¬ 
lems of vital importance to every 
worker. 

Add “Lenin on Organization” to 
your library—it can’t be complete 
without it. _ -r- 
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v ^.U.-ui..-.‘:TAls history. . . is due to their 
children, to all the workingmen of 
the earth. The child has the right 
to know the reason of its paternal 
defeats, the Socialist party, the cam¬ 
paign of its flag in all countries. He 
who tells the people revolutionary 
legends, he who amuses them with 
sensational stories, is as criminal as 
the geographer who would draw up 
false charts for navigation.”—Lissa- 
garay. 
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1871: The Paris Commune 


By Max Shachtman 


The Fall of Second Empire. 

The history of the origin of the Commune is the his¬ 
tory of the fall of the empire of Louis Napoleon after the 
Franco-Prussian war. The power of Bonapartism, 
which had skilfully utilized the struggles of the classes 
to perpetuate its own rule was being confronted by the 
prospects of disintegration and death. Opposed on the 
one hand by a rising bourgeoisie w r hich squirmed under 
the exactions of the imperial court and the absence'-of 
any considerable political power, and on'the other lymd 
by the workers who were daily feeling •th’e 'birrden of 
taxes, hunger and unemployment weighing : them To the * 
ground, their sons killed in the adventures of Napoleon 
in “the desert plains of Syria, Cochin-China and Mexi¬ 
co,” and their leaders hounded and imprisoned, Napo¬ 
leon the Little sought an exit from the cul de sac by 
' means of a new war. 

Not for nothing did Napoleon have a sharp political 
instinct. With the map of Europe torn into a multi¬ 
colored quilt of tiny nations, independent provinces and 
dubious border lines, the Frenchman was able to main¬ 
tain his own position by a well considered exploitation 
of national aspirations and wars. The famous principle 
of nationalities was 

•\ . . a Bonapartist discovery the aim of which was 

to strengthen the Bonapartism of Napoleon inside of 
France. . . After the coup d’etat of 1851, Eouis Napo¬ 

leon, this emperor 4 by grace of Gqd and the will of the 
people,’ was forced, to cover his foreign policy, -to find 
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popular" Wh^ l< . h Mould apptar tlJ be democratic and 
popular. \\ hat then could have a better effect than the 
principle of nationality?”* n 1 

AVith this principle in mind he had carried on his 
machinations during the German war to organize the 

ings orthe'p 0 ", 168 ag£ T St Ru3sia ’ laterX up fs! 
mgs of the Poles and Finns; to follow, at the Paris 

a demand tfa ?“ h6ld aftG1 ' the Crim6an wtth 
cons^deTation orth n ° m ^ f0r the Rouma *ians a "d the 
cite with th l 5 ® natlonal ^estion in Italy; to in- 

aeainTt ro 1 p °? Kos ‘ 3uth a Hungarian uprising 

against Germany during the Italian war of 1850- to 

2,°,'; A°“ e , yeal ' a P ° 11CI - 0t ^Ing IWIy’s struggle 
against Austria and the next time to pursue a policy 

t neutrality m the Austro-Prussian conflict—for the 
wived. °" ° £ “ comi)ensati oas’' which he never re- 

parte 'that ^ed laSt bl ,°T that Bismarck save to Bona- 
howevef he al, t t0 the War ° f 187 °- This time, 
the develonmenf n U ^ nmg emperor reckoned without 
very eyes P h Were taking place before his 

par£ U tw\ a'® oppr f SOr of R aly, was being slowlv 

Ltabiished Th° nWa t0 the W ° r ° f 187 °- This time, 

-UD to the'dT e p a “ Paign ° f national freed0 “ of Italy 
P to the Adriatic was begun in the spring: of 

2s r t th Fr„nc n e eV f'° f “ artst 

partist France, a national revolutionary movement of 

growing profundity began among the mSses of the 

peopie, and with the popular leadership of Garibaldi' 

Gieysoou stood on the threshold of national unity AM 

when in August, 1870, Napoleon was forced to udlh 

^fiot TZ tr ° m ROme "* °' der “ °‘^then"h& 

r R na , la hls own war, the eternal city completed 

of th2r,HWyo, K- he w alian State “"" er '»<> booming 
__ J °t Rin S Victor Emanuel II. The back- 

to do F wfth r Poland ?” LS: i866^ hat Have the Working: Classes 


bone of the power of Pius IX was broken, Bonaparte 
was a man of the past, and Victor Emanuel was shortly 
thereafter able to establish his royal estate in Rome. 
Bonaparte had forever lost a stamping ground in the 
boot of Europe. 

Much the same development was taking place in 
Germany, a country which had been deliberately split 
up for centuries. The very condition for existence of 
Bonapartist power was German national disunity: in 
almost the direct proportion that the German state grew 
towards consolidation the power of the French ad¬ 
venturer disintegrated. The decade-long humiliation of 
Prussia by the Napoleons from the west and Czardom 
from the east was, however, reaching an end. The 
latter’s influence on Prussian affairs can be said to 
have terminated in the conference of Olmutz in 1850, 
where Prussia was forced to renounce alliance with 
Schleswig-Holstein; from that time onward Russia be¬ 
came a constantly more negligible factor in the struggle 
for German consolidation. 

Napoleon III remained then the greatest hindrance 
to German unity up to the Franco-Prussian war. Be¬ 
ginning with the treaty of Tilsit, at the opening of the 
nineteenth century, Prussia was stripped to a popula¬ 
tion of less than five millions and less than three thou¬ 
sand square miles, and a close alliance against her was 
made between France and Russia. A year before that 
in 1806, Napoleon, not satisfied with the division be¬ 
tween Austria and Prussia, created the Rhine Alliance 
composed of a number of German princes, with the 
condition that in any war, even one against Germans, 
an army of 63,000 was to be at his disposal. 

With the creation of “la troisieme Allemagne” (the 
third Germany) it was expected to aggravate the sepa¬ 
ratist condition of this potentially powerful neighbor 
of France. Germany seemed so hopelessly weakened 
that even the tiny monarchy of Denmark was able to 
hold Schleswig-Holstein defiantly. 
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But powerful economic factors were driving towards 
a national unity. While other nations continued to 
nnhl up high tariff walls against German products, the 
disorganized condition of Germany placed it in a posi- 
tion wheie in 1806 there were 67 separate customs 
tariffs between the various provinces. With great dif¬ 
ficulties the German princes and the German free states 
legan to ally themselves in their Zollvereine, customs 
unions; trade treaties were negotiated and consum¬ 
mated between these alliances and Holland, England 
Greece, Turkey and Belgian; in 1853 a trade treaty 
was signed with Austria; and, finally, after years of 
labor, a customs parliament was formed at the time of 
the founding of a North German confederation under 
the hegemony of Prussia in 1SG7. 

Two decades before, the “spectre that was haunting 
all Europe” was suppressed in blood in Berlin, Paris 
and Vienna, and the bourgeoisie fled into the arms of 
the reactionary forces, nowhere more so than in Ger¬ 
many, where the prestige of the Prussian Junkers was 
enhanced by their victory over the proletariat in 184S. 
And in Prussia, the “iron chancellor” Bismarck took 
the helm. 

Inexorable as a juggernaught, and riding powerfully 
the wave of historical development, Bismarck worked 
to hammer into shape a mighty German nation, molded 
in the image of Prussia. In 1864, a year after hi s hand 
took the rudder of the ship of state, Bismarck opened 
his campaign with a war against Denmark over the 
duchies of Schleswig and Holstein. The German pa¬ 
triots raised a vehement agitation for the freeing of the 
provinces from oppression by Denmark. 

In a swift campaign with the aid of Austria, the 
provinces were taken and divided among the victors: 
Holstein to Austria and Schleswig to Prussia. The 
division of spoils again raised the years-old question: 
Austria or Prussia? Under whose hegemony was Ger¬ 
many to be united? Bismarck replied with blood and 
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iron. Assuring himself of the neutrality of Russia by 
aiding her against Poland, satisfying Napoleon with 
promises of compensation, and securing friendliness 
from Italy by the restitution of Venet.ia, he launched 
his war against Austria. In a few decisive battles 
Austria was crushed; Bismarck took back Holstein,— 
which had been conquered in common with Austria in 
1S64—and annexed Hanover, Kassel, Hessen-Nassau, 
and the free city of Frankfort. Only one thing now 
stood in the way of complete German unity: the Sec¬ 
ond Empire of Napoleon III. Only the imperial tiara 
of Bonaparte could fitly crown the German emperor and 
Bismarck was most keenly aware of this fact. 

. . That the peace with Austria carried with it 

the war with France was not only known by Bismarck 
but even desired by him. . . Even before the Aus¬ 
trian war, interpellated by a minister of a minor state 
about his demagogic German policy, Bismarck an¬ 
swered him that he would throw Austria out of Ger¬ 
many and shatter the alliance despite all phrases._ 

‘And do you believe that the smaller states will stand 
by silently?’—‘You smaller states, you will do nothing.’ 

—‘Then what will become of the Germans?’— ‘Then I 
will lead them to Paris and unite them there’.”* 

No less anxious for a military struggle was Napo 
leon. While the minister of war, Lebeuf, declared him¬ 
self in favor of reducing the number of recruits by 
10,000 and the president of the council of ministers, 
Olivier, replied to interpellations from deputies that at 
no time was peace so assured as at this moment, the 
preparations for war went on rapidly. The immediate 
reason for declaring war was soon found by Napoleon 
in the question of the accession to the Spanish throne. 

Three times the throne of Spain was offered to the 
Holienzollern Prince Leopold, and like Julius Caesar, 

* Quoted by Engels from a report to the Manchester 
Guardian by Mrs. Crawford, its Paris correspondent, in 
Brigels’ unfinished work: Gewalt und Oekonomie bei der 
Herstellung’ des neuen Deutschen Reichs. Berlin, 1920. 
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three times he declined. The nresenr-A n F . x r i 

3XVS, T tah , '"" ono ™“ - o ; a p„r ,J of 

ffua ge tiiev in^if J p“ Ch War mongers ^ in furious lan- 
to Prpnph y r •* d Fl ’ ance agams t this proposed insult 
to Piench dignity and interests. And as the moment 

consented"in^the'f ^ tak ° the throne *. for he had finally 
fhp t> • • ace even °f opposition on the part of 

sarv P p ,SS, f * lDS ’ Wilhelm I. Napoleon sent his emis 
J 'onedetti to Ems to meet with Wilhelm and de 

San nntT ld ’ S *°m the throne.' The Pr2s-‘ 

detti finoii anX1 ° US f0r war ’ and threatened by Bene- 
dett!, finally secured the withdrawal. 

But Napoleon was not satisfied with this He in 

thatll o -rr^i t0 demand of Wilhelm guarantees 
a in the future no Plohenzollern prince was on 

fhat « y such C ^ mStan f CeS t0 take the Spanish throne, and 
ivoni i t guarantees were not furnished then France 

r e s to d °eTeml T ?°° d &Qd ™ uId halt a * “o me^ 
Benedettfln a • S -, ! 6 - reStS - Again Wilhelm assured 
enedetti, m a quite friendly manner, that the matter 

ad been completely liquidated and that France need 
Still 6 N^° 7 rry 0Ver the question of the Spanish throne 
at any prt e e° n emissary t0 demaad guarantees' 

nesotiat,o " s 

At the same time Wilhelm sent a disnateh t^ rttc 
march concerning the developments in the negotiation- 

mat k Pa wa h sTorr ^ «“ S 

Ritm.rl t d he might Publish should he so desire 

MoS^rS 1 ‘,\ EmS diSpatcl1 at luncheon S 

toim of thl R 1 hls memoirs he relates how the 
and at f rh th mes ^ age caused hi m to lose his appetite 
But in a s e hort m fiv 6 aH f prospects of ™r with France.’ 

he had so w el ‘ievS» th °, f WOrk at his siting table 
‘•vva ifu revlsed the dispatch that Moltke cried- 
NOW it has a different ring; it sounded before like a 
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parley; now it is like the flourish in answer to a chal¬ 
lenge.” 

The consequent publication of the Ems dispatch in 
the press of the world gave Napoleon the opportunity 
for which ho had worked. On July 19, 1870, France 
declared war against Prussia and the Corps Legislate 
approved the action with opposition from only a small 
minority. 

Only a short time before the declaration of war, 
Napoleon had instigated a raid upon the French 
branches of the International Workingmen’s Associa¬ 
tion, the First International, and arrested sixty of the 
leading agitators. Largely due to the work of the Inter¬ 
national in France, the famous plebiscite of Napoleon, 
by which he intended to place himself more firmly in 
the saddle, Was rejected overwhelmingly by the work¬ 
ing class population and carried only by the vote of 
the rural sections. Thruout the country the Interna¬ 
tional carried on a propaganda against the war. On 
July 22 they published a manifesto declaring to the 
. . French, German, Spanish workingmen! Let 

our voices unite in one cry of reprobation against war! 

. . War for a question of preponderance or a dy¬ 

nasty, can, in the eyes of workmen, be nothing but a 
criminal absurdity. . . Brothers of Germany! Our 

division would only result in the complete triumph of 
despotism on both sides of the Rhine. . . Workmen of 

all countries! Whatever may for the present become 
of our common efforts, we, the members of the Inter¬ 
national Workingmen’s Association, who know of no 
frontiers, we send you, as a pledge of indissoluble 
solidarity, the good wishes and the salutation of the 
workmen of France . 99 

And from Germany they received an answer in the 
same spirit. When the vote occurred in the North 
German Diet on 'war credits, the supporters of LaSalle 
voted with the monarchy for war, while the members of 
the International, Liebknecht and Bebel, abstained from 
voting and entered their statement. Liebknecht and 
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? J ! ’ f<:ar , n ' S l l ° VOte aga,nst war credits because such 
a step might be interpreted as evasive support of Napo¬ 
leon, were nevertheless hailed by Marx from London for 
having for the first time raised the banner of the Inter¬ 
national m a European parliament on such an impor- 
an point. Two days after the outbreak of the war 
Lebed and Liebknecht appeared before the conference' 
the Saxon social democrats at Chemnitz, which 
adopted a resolution denouncing the war as dynastic 
and calling upon the German workers and democrats 
to join in the protest of the French proletariat. Similar 
resolutions were adopted in mass meetings in Leipzig 
-Nurnberg Munich, Berlin, Konigsberg, Forth, and elst 

na h mo of t" Hi* d * cIaration wh *h Bebel read in the 
name of Liebknecht and himself they said* 

“The present war is a dynastic war, undertaken in 

of,— ° f Bonaparte d >na.sty just as the war 

nis v a " 1 * nterests ot the Hohenzollern dv- 

nasty. . . As opponents in principle to every dynastic 
uar, as social republicans and members of the Inter 
national Workingmen’s Association, which fights ah on 
pressors irrespective of nationality, which seeks to unite 

eitL° n L!ctW br0th ; rh00fl a " oppressed, we cannot 
either directlj or indirectly declare ourselves for th, 

present war and therefore abstain from voting thus 
expressing the confident hope that the peoples of Eur!- 
learning from the present disastrous events will do th f’ 
utmost to achieve their right to Jit Z* th ° lr 

throw aside the present ruleV/ cTJJ aet ? rm ‘ nation and 

cause of all state and socS evil^ ^ aS the 
In the General Council of the Interim Hrmoi yi. 
prepared an address on the declaration of war’wMch 
was spread widely thruout France and Germany A 

ts srs tcis: ‘ h r e ™ r ™ 

into StnCtly defensiy e character and P to § degenerate 
into a war against the French people victory or defea? 

ecL P,0 -«-f| ie Ana^inS/he proph‘ 

haleier may be the Incidents of Louis Bona- 


parte’s war with Prussia, the death knell of the Second 
Empire has already sounded at Paris. It will end, as 
it began, by a parody.” 

The prediction of Marx was correct. Bonaparte had 
calculated badly. Austria, notwithstanding Napoleon’s 
hope that she would support him in revengeful memory 
of Sadowa of 1866, stood aside; Denmark, whose sup¬ 
port he had hoped for on the basis of the annexation 
of Schleswig-Holstein, remained quiet; and Italy, which 
was celebrating its national unity by the taking of Rome 
—following the withdrawal of Bonaparte’s troops—also 
failed to come to the aid of Napoleon. Bismarck, with 
a well- trained army and a stronger political base at 
home, cut thru the Napoleonic forces like a sheet of 
steel. 

By August 9, the French, army had suffered three 
severe defeats within a week. Napoleon took over the 
nominal command of the army in an utterly futile at¬ 
tempt to bring some order into the chaotic forces of 
France. On the 29th, MacMahon was caught and 
trounced at Beaumont l’Argonne and yet pushed on, 
leaving Bazaine shut up in Metz. On the 1st of Sep¬ 
tember the army of France was surrounded by 200,000 
Germans at Sedan and on the next day the miserable 
emperor delivered up his sword to the King of Prussia. 
A short time later, the King of Prussia was crowned 
the emperor of Germany in the Hall of Mirrors of the 
Versailles Palace. Bismarck had been as good as his 
word: He had led the Germans to France to unite them 
there. 

The news of the defeat of Sedan and the surrender 
of Napoleon immediately reached Paris. Exasperated, 
enraged and militant, the Parisians marched in masses 
to the Palais Bourbon, the seat of the Chamber of Dep¬ 
uties. Everywhere was heard the cry: “Vive la Re- 
publique!” The soldiers who guarded the bridge and 
the palace refused to shoot at the demonstrators. The 
mob surged into the palace and broke into the sessions 
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“f.iUonary P pa L rIy IS it ti man ra ? Ser ’ a ,ollower of 1110 » 
PreBLIont a„a"hou°Id ' ’ the ■*» »t the 

times otPrJce The °‘T <“*«*« »■>« the mfafor- 
Place to proclaim thefan ot°the^Fmn™ i " v!u!e ' 1 this 
public. We demand thatd^thS". r ‘ e - 

rron, tL’irZn^VM^Z'ulV deput,ea ’ ap ° kd 
the people invader! thii ^ ’ 1 th ery momen t when 

n the same day, September 4, 1870 the republic 

H ° teI *• Vina at.re v- 

achieved ^i'SSL^'SitS^-toT? ™ ^ 
omnipotence of the Pope and Sei 

of SeC ° nd Empire 'Ha Phoenix 

_"we haJfe^Commune. nce> 

vacant It 2 ° v * ' ° nl> ' taken its place become 

W as i wSJStSS. "7 Zelse^lt is"n 

■StS, hasTftTu tad'„’ 1 ‘7 tl “ e a ,' nSU,TeCUOn ° f J “ ne ’ 
.Ma B rx t hfd e ho m pel.‘'" nSS ^ " P, '°'' e sr »” d1 ^. 

h -,^ h ® ^ a J’ despite the previous assurances of Wil- 
helm II, d.d not end with the overthrow of The Second 
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Empire. The German patriots were demanding the 
piosecution ol the war for the purpose of annexing 
Alsace-Lorraine. Ami against their agitation, the Ger¬ 
man workers were demanding “an honorable peace for 
France and the recognition of the French Republic.” 
Engels, before Sedan, on August 15, wrote to Marx 
gi\ing six points of direction to the German social dem¬ 
ocrats in connection with the war: 

"These people (the social democrats of Germany) can 
1. Join the national movement. . . so far and so 
long as it is limited to the defense of Germany. 

2 - Thereby to emphasize the difference between Ger¬ 
man national interests and those of the dynastic Prus¬ 
sians; 3. To work against any annexation of Alsace- 
Lorraine; 4. -As soon as there is at the helm in Paris 
a republican, non-chauvinistic government, to work for 
an honorable peace with it; constantly to hold up the 
unity of interests of the German and French workers 
who did not approve of the war and between whom there 
is no enmity; 6. Russia as in the Address of the In¬ 
ternational. 

Marx fully agreed with Engels and he immediately 
proceeded to write to the Brunswick committee of the 
German party to work in accordance with such an out¬ 
line. In the «econd manifesto of the committee, on 
September 5, a ringing call for working class demon¬ 
strations was issued: for the ending of the war, the 
recognition of the French Republic and the consum¬ 
mation of an honorable peace; against the annexation 
of t&e Alsace-Lorraine territory; the manifesto con¬ 
tained sections which included the very words which 
Marx had written to them In four days, the signers of 
the manifesto were seized by the military camorra and 
dragged in chains to the fortress of Latzen. 

Jn the iSorth German Diet, at its reconveying in 
December, not only Liebknecht and Bebel, but the 

319 Brief ' vechscl atwlschen Marx und Engels, Vol. IV., p. 
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coin binod vote r>f ir;.. , 

was cast against the granUn^rT a " d the LaSal,, eans 
every speech of the former in ne *’ v,ar cred1 ^- In 
nals, they agitated against the Jnnr ° f their J ’ our - 
antl such effectiveness that th ^° f Ule war - 
rested *>r high treason agXft thl ZnT^ ar ‘ 

country, the demands of the second ma^ In every 
International for an honorable ? mamfesto of the 
of the Republic, and against the 't? 6 \* he rec °S nit ion 
were warmly and loudly echoed ° ann *xation, 

tbe^provLsi on al° regi"m e ° of * Fran c Paris an<1 

Inen t of national indifferent In^^ * gOVern - 
nion agreement of twelve men ,taBed hy the com- 
almost blindly supported by ih! t'r enll " ,s ' aslic ally and 
“Ho had gathered^ tie hSL d* ‘ °' Parisia " s 
ment of national defense miehf h ^ lUe ’ the Sovern- 
hold France at its feet. might hav e continued to 

ance of the Socialis^D^no ° D ’ the Bakuninist Alli- 
appropriate one “to unchain the^ considered as an 
Manifestoes were nrinteri • th o hydra of Revolution.” 
the formation of free “ or J tnTl.r'^ callto S 'or 
Sians. But the hydra was c 1 :Jl agalast the Prus- 
seizure ot the manifestoes in^w-T* ?"' Ckly by U>« 
hurried to Lyons. Together with itb ' Bak “" in 
seized the town hall of it h ther anarc hists he 

sate, in the form of two >on ° , thru aQ unguarded 
Card, swept the reb 1 oTotT T ‘ he K " to “ 1 

rre r„df x ~ .•^jr^rs.a 

He remained 
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departure to Geneva, the Commune was proclaimed in 
Marseilles and in four days overthrown.* 

At St. Etienne the Commune existed for an hour, 
but in almost every instance it was only necessary to 
speak a word in order to have authority back in the 
hands of the National Assembly. In the period of 
struggle against the Prussian everyone feared to 
create the slightest embarrassment for the govern¬ 
ment. 

The Government of National Defense could do one 
of the two things: it could mobilize all the forces of 
Fiance for an energetic struggle against the Prussian 
armies, or it could point out to the people the hope¬ 
lessness of any manner of victory and attempt the 
conclusion of an honorable peace. But it did neither. 
While the Parisian masses demanded an organized 
fight against the besieging Prussians, the government 
did nothing but mask its unwillingness behind hopeless 
and anarchic sorties which accomplished nothing but 
the killing of French soldiers and the enraging of the 
Parisians. Trochu, the governor of Paris, failed to 
unite the National Guard, the Garde Mobile, and the 
armed civilians who stood ready to defend France. 
Trochu, who had declared to his colleagues that it 
would be madness to attempt the defense of Paris, 
spoke to revolutionary Parisians thru the mouths of 
Jules Favre and Thiers in quite a different tone: “We 
will not cede an inch of our territory, nor a stone of 
our fortresses.” “The Governor of Paris will never 
capitulate.” And while they spoke they were begin¬ 
ning to conduct their shameless negotiations with the 


* To maintain a critical attitude towards the activities 
of Bakunin in the France of this period is one thing, to de¬ 
ride, jeer and denounce it, as is the tendency of numerous 
commentators, is quite another. Bakunin was called to 
Lyons by the revolutionary workingmen, and while his 
“abolition of the state” was a theoretical and practical ab¬ 
surdity, his work in Lyons was a spirited attempt to awak¬ 
en the French proletariat to a spirit of struggle against the 
enemy on the outside and against capitalist society. 
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Prussians for a peace that would put an end to the re¬ 
bellious iNational Guard and to mutinous Paris 

In October the agitation began again. On the 8, 

de e vn,° n gathered under the windows of the Hotel 
of 11 f ,n f Vive * Comune!” On the last day 

news o7? h ’ the Pansian Proletariat enraged by the 
news of the surrender of Bazaine at Met* a-ain 
gathered in the streets. Led by Blanqui, the govern- 

Blanaui a ren U 1 “ d * D6W ° ne in3ta,Ied ’ but while 
Blanqui remained in possession of the city hall for a 

moment, his moderate colleagues withdrew. The over- 
P rot on g0 '? rnment returned with a few squadrons of 
thfpr dlers and t0 avoid civil war in the face of 
e Prussian enemy, Blanqui agreed to withdraw on 

,. . . ssar !f ce that the old government would imme¬ 
diately hold elections in Paris. 

. In ^ te ^ d the promised elections, a cunningly con- 
who wfshRescue was presented to the people: “Those 
oh h i7i h th 1 the Gov ernment of National Defense 
should be maintained will vote: Yes.” And in fear 

Octobe?7 CO f posed ’ as the brief regime of 
to sustain ’/ y BIan ^ ui ' 322,000 electors chose 
63 000 7? , government of national defense; only 
mnn^t If against its maintenance. With such a 
mandate the government of Thiers and Jules Favre 

wa°s Ce force<i l0 i„ a t rre h St r 25 °' ‘ he BlanQui 

*wer£ wat XJ*”* a ” d F,0 “ rei!S ’ ° Pe °' Ms 
The workers of Paris continued to starve and Trochu 

th^ 7f d h f S fake sorties - 0n fbe 19 of January, 1871 
the sortie of a most pitiable nature which was halted 
at Buzenval, brought to the masses the realization that 

PrusS V ns' nment PrePari ” S t0 >o the 

and^ho R f p . l . lblican A1J iance, joining with the Clubs 
* he Vlgllance committees, planned a new uprisin- 
which was swiftly suppressed on the 22 its S 
result was the replacing of Trochu by the monarchist 
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general Vinoy, whose debut was made with an announ¬ 
cement that he would not create any illusions for him¬ 
self, that the critical moment had arrived, he threatened 
the “party of disorder” more than the Prussians. 

Five days later Jules Favre had negotiated an armis¬ 
tice with Bismarck with the provision that a national 
assembly was to be elected within eight days for the 
purpose of concluding a peace. The peasantry thruout 
the country had been poisoned by the monarchists 
with propaganda against the Parisians, and they raised 
the hue and cry against the Republic with the demand 
for a peace at any price. Legitimists, Orleanists, 
nobles, well-to-do farmers, captains of industry, clergy¬ 
men, the blackest forces of reaction united to crush 
the new menace of revolutionary Paris. Out of the 
750 members elected to the Assembly, fully 450 were 
born monarchists. 

The menace of republican Paris grew.daily. The 
entry of the Prussian troops had been met by the 
Parisians with barricades and an armed people. The 
streets were deserted, black flags hurig from the 
houses, the shops were closed, statues were veiled, 
and there were no gas lights. In two days the Prus¬ 
sians left the city, leaving in the hearts of the Pari¬ 
sians a most bitter and profound resentment against 
the new Assembly. 

The Assembly of the “Rurals” quickly took to its 
task. This body, whose sole function was to choose 
between peace and war and to negotiate, in the event 
of the former, a treaty, was immediately transformed 
into an executive organ for the extermination of Paris. 
The representatives of Paris were constantly insulted 
and provoked. “You are covered with the blood of 
civil war!” cried the conservatives. And Thiers* ap- 

* Marx described him as “Thiers, the master in small 
roguery, a virtuoso in perjury and treason, a craftsman in 
all the petty strategems, cunning devices and base per¬ 
fidies of parliamentary warfare; never scrupling, when out 
of office, to fan a revolution, and to stifle it in blood when 
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S n ft 21a, 01 100 lM * tajure'd innocence, 

without anv rr i H - P^ ce must be endorsed 

permn ,he of!- r “ B , In V*" r««»la might 
Re™b„c Pen "' 6 ° f war Paris and the 

But Paris, working class Paris was armed Fan- P 

demand”?thatch 8 ° f a " armistice with Bismarck had 
Sscated M t Tr ° f th « Natio ” aI Guard be con- 
are f^iish»hg> ^, T tWUS Prussian refused: “You 

"h,*™! 1 M rCC 0t 0Ver 200 ’ m me " '"to a alvi m W 

011 ^ ni ^an a well-organized attack a*- rho 
time, against the invaders. During the siege"thereTad 

XteS’ rePUb " Can a ™ S took '«* * "'ore de«- 
tion T o e t S“v°f. s °; lhe Gua rf founded the Federa- 

republic, they declared their “absolute 


in the place of ideas.^and vanity *in S .V rejudices standing him 

Private life as infainous ™ ln H*, e P! ace of a heart; his 
now, when playing the n^rt <>r P u i>lic life is odious—even 
se tting off the abomination nf f'F en *-'^ > Sulla, he cannot 
nf his ostentation.” tl0n of h,s deetif! by the ridicule 
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right to name all of their chieftains and to recall them 
when they have lost the confidence of those who have 
elected them, always after a thoro inquiry destined to 
safeguard the sacred rights of justice.” From the 
beginning the federation encompassed 215 batallions 
of the Guard, which, with the exception of an isolated 
Bonapartist batallion or two, included the entire force. 

The Central Committee became the master of Paris". 
All ablebodied citizens were invited to organize com¬ 
mittees of batallions, councils of legions, and to send 
delegates to the Central Committee. The universal 
opinion among the Parisians was that the Committee 
had saved Paris from destruction and disgrace by its 
courage and calmness during the brief occupation by 
the Prussians. And the venomous opposition of the 
Rurals Assembly towards the Federation only enhanced 
its prestige among the mutinous Parisian workingmen. 
Paris was an armed camp of the proletariat. 

The monarchists in the Assembly fumed, and foamed 
at the mouth in their denunciations of Republican 
Paris. Victor Hugo, attempting to defend Garibaldi, 
was hooted and hissed; Delescluze, demanding the im¬ 
peachment of the government of the national defense 
was not even listened to. The reactionaries demanded 
the arrest of the Central Committee and the prevailing 
opinion of the monarchists was that a blood bath would 
considerably cool the ardor of the Parisian dogs. 

On the 10 of March, the Assembly voted to chang e 
its seat to Versailles, leaving Paris a capita l without 
a national government and a city without a municipa l 

governmen t. The pay of the National Guard was prac¬ 
tically discontinued, which meant that thousands upon 
thousands of Parisians were left to starve. bill was 
passed providing for the pay ment of all bills' due o n 

November 13, 1870, in three days and all concession s 

were ob stinatel y ref used. No bill for the protection 
of some two or three hundred Ttiousaru T wo rkersT whose 
rent bills were" due, was passed, throwing them on the 
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nun xjcs of thp i r l and lords and c reating a panic-stricken 

, r > . f * l il^i 1 9?.. g. v .g rni sht. In four da ys, iso.ooo kills were 
<1 isho nore cl , 

d_ta* of two centimes was put upon every piece 
m . a( ' ter ' aru * ^' inov - the c om mander'in chief 
oMhe army in Pa r is, immediately pro ceeded to suspend 
s^x Rc^ldjCc m journals with the declarat ion that there 
( . ou !J_not_be_permitted the preaching ^“sed ition and- 
(fisobedience-to tj. s.“ The Eonapartist Valenin-- 
% !i!_jPP Qinte d the pr efec t of poK The“JesuiTgen- 
eral, d’Aurellea de Paladine, who had "Been accused - 

°- an(J ° r Being ft Ijrn taL..tQ_lhQ_j)oint of 

cr ueity, was appointed by Thiers the head of th e Xa- 
t ionad Guard , an appoi ntment w hich the latter refused 
to recognize . Floure ns was courtmartialed ~and~sen- - 
tencqd to de ath_^or ^Bis^articipat ion in " the~uprising 

0--Q-2—ST—31,—together _wit h Bla ngui, who was not' 

even present at his t rial. 

The words of Thiers’ provocative speeches also- 
reached Paris, and the campaign of baiting and inciting 
the Parisians reached its climax with the demand for 
t he surrender of their arms, the cannon for which thev 
h ad popularly subscribed and w hich were the private 
Property 0 f the Nationaj_Guard, the defenders of the 
Republic and of Pa ris. ~ 

lo ta.ke the cannon was the first objective; to seize 
the fortifications, the small arms and ammunition, to 
complete the disarming of Paris was the final aim. 
But to take the cannon from the hands of the Guard 
which considered it their own private property, was 
quite another thing from talking about it. Time and 
again detachments of troops presented themselves and 
demanded the cannon: on the 8 at Luxembourg; on 
the 9 at Montmatre; on the 16 at the Place des Vosges- 
and the cannon remained with the Guard. The mavors, 
tools of the Versaillese, attempted the role of 'con¬ 
ciliators with ill success. Clemenceau, then mayor of 
-Montmartre, secured the agreement of some officers 
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to surrender the artillery, but when the troops of 
d’Aurelles de Paladine presented themselves the Guard 
refused to deliver the cannon to the teams. 

Thiers, urged on by his own heroic boastings at 
Versailles, determined to take the cannon by force of 
arms. Counting upon the National Guard of the bour¬ 
geois quarters, together with some 20,000 troops, he 
decided, on the 17 of March, to seize the artillery. 
Whether he actually meant to take the cannon at the 
time, or if he meant his actions to be a gesture to 
complete the exasperation of the Parisians cannot be 
known. A conservative writer, the Count d’Herrlson, 
declares: 

“When we study the affair of the 18 of March! one 
almost comes to ask himself if M. Thiers really wanted 
to seize the cannon of Montmartre, and if his aim was 
not above all to obtain a popular movement that would 
permit him to evacuate Paris for the moment in order to • 
retake it afterwards in a blood bath.” 

Be that as it may, on the morning of the 18 of 
March, at 3 o’clock the plan o f TEIers was put into 
execution. Simultaneously. ¥~"Dfoclam atioii of T hiers 
was being posted thruout the city which directed an 

attack against the members of the Central Comm ittee 

who “under pretence of resisting th e Prussians, who 

are no longer within our walls, hav e con stituted them - 

selvesHmasfers of a part of the city, raised entrench¬ 
ments TEere and mounted guard!"forc i ng others to 
do likewise “by order of a secret committee which 
pretends to be the sole commander (and) wishes to 

form a government Tn opposition to the lega l govern- 

ment instituted by universal suffrag e. . . . T he~c an- 

non belonging to the State will be replaced in the 
arsenaIs”~~and~Y6F this "urgent" acf~ of"justice and of 

reason” the gov ernm ent called upon the jam! of ;ili 

Parisians . 

Vinoy, in charge of the expedition, was to occupy 
the western half of Paris, and General Lecomte was 
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Riven the S8th Regiment of the Line and some sup¬ 
plementary^ troops for the purpose of occupying the 
heights of Montmartre and seizing the cannon. At six 
ocl ock, after a painful climb of the heigh ts, the sen- 
tinel was surprised, the guard imprison ed, and the can¬ 
non—captured. There had been practically no resist¬ 
ance, and with the exception of a wounded Guardsman, 
no casualties. The problem of moving the cannon 
aiose. and t he teams had failed to appear. At seven 
oWcF only a score of pieces had been carried to the 


foot of the heights, after considerable difficulty, and 
there was still a great number to be removed; the task 
seemed interminable. 

In the meantime a c rowd of all age s began to gather, 
composed mostly of women who began to* speak to 
t he troops: “TTmnTs-sTimgrnTr^h at 
t hereT’ While Clemenceau was congratulatingLe- 
c omte, a couple of guardsmen who had es caped from 
t fie" heig hts had found somewhere a drum an cl were 
beating the rappel, and then the charge. . 


The streets were soon filled with the pealing of 
church bells; the tocsin was sounded; bugles were 
blown, and the National Guard came hurrying to the 
scene from all directions. Between them and the 
troops of Lecomte were the women and children, whom 
the general continued to threaten with dispersal. A 
post of the regiment of the 8Sth had joined the hurry¬ 
ing National Guards, and the men of the S8th in Le¬ 
comte s troops seemed ready to defend their comrades 
and go over to the Parisians. Lecomte attempted to 
arrest some of his own men without any success. Then, 
three times he gave the command to fire into the 
crowd. In vain. The men on both sides surged for¬ 
ward, the soldiers throwing their rifles into the air. 
The men of the Line had completely fraternized with 
t he Natio naTGuafcn ~~ 

At nine o'clock the heights were retaken, the can¬ 
non replaced, the surprised guard released from their 
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cells, and the news of the victory announced to all 
Paris by the firing of three blank shots. 

The crowd, ready to fall upon the arrested Lecomte 
and tear him to tatters, incited by the soldiers whom 
he had imprisoned in the Tower of Solferino, was held 
back by the National Guard which took Lecomte to 
the Chateau-Rouge, where the staff of the batallion 
was seated. There he immediately signed an order 
for the evacuation of the Buttes. 

In the Chaussee des Martyrs, the general Clement- 
Thomas was recognized by the crowd and arrested. The 
insulter of the revolutionary batallions, the man who 
had drowned the revolution of ’48 in blood, was seized 
by the mob, and together with L ecomte forced to the 
w r all in the garden. Both of them crumbled under the 
scores of bullets and fell dead. Lecomte, who that 
morning had ordered his troops three times to shoot 
into the crowd of women, children and Guardsmen, 
wept, begged for pity, and spoke of his family! 

The death of the two generals no longer left the 
question of the government’s attempt in doubt. With 
the exception of the Place Pigalle, there had been no 
armed encounters between the people and the troops. 
The operations at Belleville and at the Buttes-Chau- 
mont were editions of Montmartre. At eleven o’clock 
all the cannon, with the exception of ten pieces, were 
again in the hands of the Guard. Vinoy had fled thru 
the gates of the South with his troops, baggage, and 
artillery, following Thiers and the rest of the govern¬ 
ment to Versailles. 

The Central Committee of the Fed erals _(as_the 

National Guardsmen w T ere called) was master of Paris . 
On the day of the spo ntaneous uprisin g of the Federals 
against the attempt of Thiers, they gathered at the 
tlotel de Ville . A number of the members of the Cen¬ 
tral Committee were hesitant: they had been elected 
to defend the interests of the National Guard and of the 
Republic; they had no mandate of government. But 
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c old insurrectionary cry “Vive la Commune!" filled 

hv thf n t n(1 16 t,m , orous ones were finally convinced 

remain inf S® Central Committee would 

long as if ,, °^ el (le Vllle but a days, only so 

• Hone i n r 1 Je necessai 'y to prepare for the elec- 
tions to the Commune. 

“ as ' ers of P"I S , with the enthusiastic 
■ upport of almost the entire population, with a sianal 
victory to their credit, did not realize that hey were 
the only expression that the revolutionary proletariat 

hnrn -i^ ith an unha J>Py carelessness 

own ofmdecisi^ un cTarity andniBrofMTrl^ f^,' 

peurntted their incompetent commande r in chief Lul 

cadt; TnH ? y , the inselves demolished their barri- 
T ’ . 1 er took two days to occupy the forts of 
vry, Bicetre, Montrouge, Vanves and Issy. The stra 
te^cand_unpregnable fortress of Mont ValeW^n' 

the uJT “2 t0 VS5aiiei~w« left unbccupfal to 

the last day. Twenty muskets defended it, and the 

open C thp SS i eU t S Wh ? had been im P ri soned there burst 
open the locks and returned to Paris. 

^Vi^y^hojiad receive d ne ws of the evacuation of 
t j^elSnrBnairy prevai l etHipon Th'iers 7^r> 17S-y^'-^- r 
r its seizure, and on the moraine of the on jf- 

persed Ami nd? 615 ’ that night ’ they were As¬ 
persed. And Lullier was at the same moment makin°- 

«!e bauilion ° entral Committee and even naming 
the batallion m possession of the fort Mont Valerien 

uhich was already in the hands of the Versaillese! 

feared a°r,v l ’ \ he may ° rS ° f the b °roughs who 
T , v* C1V1 war ’ alread y betrayed by Thiers and 
Jules Favre duped with empty promises were never 

theless undiscouraged. They still sought to bring 

proposals bet "' een Versallles with four 

proposals, the nomination of Colonel Langlois to the 

command of the National Guard, the nomination of the 
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republican Dorian as mayor of Paris, immediate mu¬ 
nicipal elections, and assurances that the National 
Guard would not be disarmed. Favre, the minister 
for foreign affairs, draped in all the dignity of a gnome, 
exclaimed: “Well, Messieurs, what do' you come to 

do here? You bring some propositions? One does not 
discuss, one does not s peak with assassins!” A now 
insult, a final provocation had been ail'd ed7 

Langlois. ne vertheless, took his nomination for 
granted '.' An old internationalist, the executor of the 
will of Proudhon, colonel of the National Guard and 
rather popular in Paris, he presented himself to the 
Central Committee to inform them of his nomination. 
‘Who has named you?” “The National Assembly!” 
“Do you recognize the Central Committee ” “I have 
been named by the government, I do not recognize 
you! ” And Langlois. “who expresse d with fury the 
most moderate o f idea s and p rea chedpacification as 
one proclaims a revolt” proc eeded to show th e Co mmit¬ 
tee that unless they recognize d the government of the 
Assembly they were working towards civi 1 war' 'and 
“yo u cannot have this pretension or you are "madmen!” 

' It was explained to him that the Nati onal Guard in- 
tended to name its o wn chieftain, carry on the municipal 
election and get guarante es ag ainst the ro yalists of the 
Assembly, H e was even off ered the appointment under 
conditions. But the old fel low l eft w ith a tirade and 
i n anger, and broke the last thread that st illliehTParis 
t o Versailles . 

Still the Committee did not take any decisive steps. 
The proposals of Eudes and Duval for an immediate 
march upon Versailles which would have forced Thiers 
to capitulate or to fly precipitately were not accepted, 
and the first sorties against the Versaillese were under¬ 
taken only when Thiers, in the breathing space gained 
by the indecision and indulgence of the Central Com¬ 
mittee, had gathered together his motley but numerous 
arm} - . 
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of the right*ofTegislaUv e d r Pi a,ixious “elMenlal 

Provisional government TT'^ W8S acting »*e a 
■strengthened the forts aro..mt p°° k po - Sfj ession and 

form of ministerial cabinets b y **' • “ bui,d up a 

government of the Hotel LVn gn ‘ ng Assi to the 
hy Vaiiiant, to the post J *V ® ; Grei,er - assisted 
interior; Varlin and Jourdes to fl department of the 
the postal service; Edouard Mar Ces; Combats to 
of the Officiel, the organ of th ^* 1 t0 , the supervision 
the charge of printing- Dul-J revolutionaries, and 
the prerectory of Police- E ud I ? t , Ra ° ul R ^ault to 
* dr ’ and even in this field" thp * he depart ment of 
f act that the flight of Thiers anri'l™* f ° rCe was the 
stripped Paris completely 0 f am- CJA ^ ls , suppor ters had 
apparatus. J of any sor t of administrative 

try of finance, b°ut ^ent 0 5®“ ^ Cottera of the minis- 
gave them 500,000 francs and’"™ t0 Rothschild - who 
»Pon having been let off l ” C , ongratul ated himself 
the Bank of France an LrV^ The go ^nor of 
reasonable legalistic’ sup S "'; 0 " which their un- 
from seizing, gave the Central Po Prevented them 
francs, the second only UD Jn “ ee two million 

hatallions of Federals who were l a J pearance of two 
demands of the delegates ready to enf °rce the 

006 d - aRer 

of siege and his words werf h tlllS of the state 
The Committee was so Zn\ent ‘ ^Proved. 

rh the threats of LulHer tht CareIeSs that R 

chief who refused to march unnn n th ? lr com niander in 

where a counterrevolution was h Urgeois barters 
Practically permitted this most fi ng . hatched > and 
Petent to escape from ariJ* J abominable incom- 

Buva, « 
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ready for action were already being occupied with the 
preparations of the reactionaries for a counterrevolu¬ 
tionary coup. 

The intrigues of the conciliating mayors, especially 
in the first and second arroiulissements which were 
beginning to look like armed forts, led to the demon¬ 
stration of the reactionaries on March 21 and 22, an 
attempt to test the strength of the Central Committee. 
At the Place Vendome, on the first day, Borgeret, who 
was in charge of the headquarters of the National 
Guard was able to disperse the mob of royalists, stu¬ 
dents, Bonapartists and bullies by peaceful means. On 
the next day they returned, after having disarmed and 
beaten several isolated groups of Federals on their 
march, and began to shout “Down with the Central 
Committee! Down with the assassins!” Under the 
guise of an unarmed demonstration, they planned to 
capture the headquarters of the Federals. Bergeret 
had the riot act read and when they failed to disperse, 
a single volley sent them flying in helter-skelter 
fashion, leaving a street strewn with their knives, 
revolvers, sword canes and hats, with one Guardsmen 
killed and seven wounded; among the “peaceful” de¬ 
monstrators, the most part of the casualties consisted 
of known Bonapartists. 

The affair of the 22 not only convinced Thiers of 
the fact that the armed proletariat of Paris was in 
power, but it settled the question of an immediate 
municipal election. But for the apparently intermi¬ 
nable negotiations with the mayors, thru which the 
Committee hoped to gain a semblance of legality for 
their elections, negotiations which once went so far 
that the Central Committee was forced by an aroused 
rank and file to disavow its emissaries for having com¬ 
promised the people’s interests, the elections would 
have taken place in a day. Humiliated by twice having 
to -put off the date of the elections, the Committee 
finally set the day for the 26, after having first occu- 

26 















(l '° deputies to the agreement '™ °' ‘ h<l “ ayors a '« 1 

an/an^em^tl 00 ™?':^ Wi,h e,ocllon P«<<» 
li.e reacUonSTand tie\ -°‘ war - th » »W>t or 

hundreds during the dave n f“ r ® 00l f le ’ the departure of 
the vote from the 485 569 mp,,!* 16 S16ge ' had dimini ’shed 
1870, to 229,167 leavinf a 0rS announced in March, 
tarian Paris. Thp )m° * ° . most exclusively prole- 
representatives to the "am? 13 qu ? rters elected their 
took their seats or T ° f J fteen who »ever 

or four score members elected^ ° f the , ° ther three 
jority were revolutionary vJ °Y erw belming ma- 
class of Paris. On Sundav th P1 97 entlng the workin S 
elections were already In A he 2 '* the reSults of the 
holiday appearance ^,1°^ and Paris took on a 

happy,- joyous, dancing with glle°whT ‘f,° ed out ’ 
tionaries of '4S weeping out of joy. the ° d revolu ‘ 

Hotef de^leto’ th^numh 3 ^ 11 f maSSes march ed to the 
The cannon belched forthTho 1 hundred thousand. 

beaten, bugles blown, hats thrown intrfti DFUmS W6re 
red flag, which decorator? tn p in 0 * le air * and the 
Aung to the air Sf 1 th ,! facade of the building, 
mittee of the Guard which ° f the CentraI Com- 

ous to give un 1, h had , been 80 *«u*ully anxi- 

newly-elected Commute^“rSte^wS^i 8 ° f the 
. over their shoulders, appeared on the ha? r SCarves 
interval between the singing nf lc ° ny ' In an 

the Chant du Depart and tif 0 f - tbe M arsei,| aise and 
cannon, Ranvier stepped for n °, 1Se of the drums and 
the din: PP6d forward and shouted above 

claimed!'’ 6 ^ ° f lhe ? eot,le the Commune is p r0 - 

an F :Z; c« h ;“r w th °^ «« 

A" Tans was in a delirium of happiness. 
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Seventy Days of Working Class Power 

“Thu German philistine has lately been 
thrown once again into wholesome par¬ 
oxysms by the expression, ‘dictatorship 
of the proletariat.’ Well, gentle sires, 
would you like to know how this dicta- 
toship looks? Then look at the Paris 
Commune. That was the dictatorship of 
the proletariat.” Frederick Kngels on 
the 20th anniversary of the Commune 
of 1871. .. , , 

It is well known that Marx, following the affairs of 
France very closely from his home in London, did not 
favor the overthrow of the government of the national 
defense and the setting up of the Commune at that 
time. On September 6, 1870, he wrote , to Engels con¬ 
cerning a trip to Paris which was being made by 
Serailler for the purpose of arranging things between 
the Federal Council of Paris and the International, 

<<_ ' _ the French section of the International has 

travelled from London to Paris in order to do foolish 
things in the name of the International. They want to 
overthrow the Provisional Government and establish a 
- Commune de Paris.”* 

And tho he recognized the “circumstances of extreme 
difficulty” under which the French workers were mov¬ 
ing he declared: 

“Any attempt at upsetting the new government in the 
present crisis, when the enemy is almost knocking at 
the doors of Paris, would be a desperate folly. The 
French workmen. . . must not allow themselves to 

be swayed by the national souvenirs of 1792. . . they 

have not to recapitulate the past, but to build up the 
future. Let them calmly and resolutely improve the 


* Briefwechsel zwischen Marx und Engels, Vol. IV., p. 
330. : ; 
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;; V "‘ ' ,a ™ orgam'za t ion! ^ 1 1 thfc Work ° { their 
erculean powers for th^ &1 t thein with fresh 

< ,<ur — - 
Place’^Tn^Marx placed'hin'se^ ° f March 18 *.*« 

^ ith all the energy he posses^?! ln , aCCOrd with 

munards with ardor, and pilloried 5® ? e / ended the Com- 
merciless pen. j n a L/ p ! d lts defar mers with his 

Variin, members of the Con ° f rei>ly to Franke l and 
advice and aid, he^ote 0^3^^ ^ *" 

obiter, *7T*T::^ h rr r tten — hundreds 

wherever we have connections ^ “V* the ""W. 

fe%er has been for the Common r Uorkln “ class how- 

if* • • • The Commune tta e st f e r r\ the VMy ***'- 

too much time with nettv thi * ’ U seems to me, 

Wes. Evidently other m fl Lnces 8 f S h and Personal squab- 

ers are still active. All <hN win^” that of the "ork- 

International that* the^sympath' the inflllenc « of the 
Europe and America were ar o»Td WOrkers of 

urg, Hanover, Dresden, Leipzig 6 / n BerIin > Ham- 

centers, the workers held’huee m f ant other German 

they expressed their solldarifv “Sf “ eet,n « 8 ia which 
England, its only supporters were M ^ Commune - In 
small group of the Positivists J 0rkers - and the 

sor Beesly, Frederick Harrison S " ped ar °und Profes- 
W'rote favorable articles in th^ 3 few othe rs who 
nightly Review”; Fox ° rgan - “The Fort- 

Examiner” also supported thT'r^i edit ° r of “ The 
information on which he received'^ Utl ° n ’ news and 
Quent calls,at the lattoJl £ d fr °m Marx by fre- 

the Rei chstag, Rebel denanaTLclJecU^ 1 Park ^* Iu 
tion. September 0 !), mo. 1 " 4 ™” 0 ™ 1 Workingmen's Associa- 
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. . Be assured that the entire European prole-' 

tariat, and all that have a feeling for freedom and 
independence in their heart, have their eyes fixed on 
Paris. And if Paris is for the present crushed, I remind 
you that the struggle in Paris is only a small affair of 
outposts, that the main conflict in Europe is still before 
us, and that ere many decades pass away the battlccry 
of the Parisian proletariat, war to the palace, peace to 
the cottage, death to want and idleness, will be the 
battlecry of the entire European proletariat.” * 

Just as true as the first declaration of Marx was 
his second. The Commune wasted too much time in 
the discussion of petty things, it was cursed from the 
beginning with unconscionably long-winded talkers 
and demagogues, it was weighed down by sentimental 
adherence to the traditions of 1793; it was character¬ 
ized by the indecision and unsureness of lack of leader¬ 
ship and clarity of purpose, program and aim; it did 
not have a conscious and revolutionary working class 
party which would have enriched it with the sure, 
dominating organization of action; the Commune was 
palsied by a respect for that very legality which it 
was vaunting; it tolerated the mouthers of phrases, 
the incompetence of its generals and anarchy of its 
organization; it suffered from a multitude of witless 
opinions and neglected to build a powerful army out 
of the forces at its comand in order to take the offen¬ 
sive. It did not even organize its defense. 

Yet, the very impetus of its own revolutionary ex¬ 
istence was tremendous. The Commune took hold of 
the old bureaucratic and militarist apparatus, the bour¬ 
geois state, and crushed it in its hands, and on its 
broken fragments it placed the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, the workingmen of Paris organized as the 
ruling class of France. With a single stroke it abolished 
the standing army of the Second Empire and the Third 

* Quoted by Kirkup from Mehring's History of the Ger¬ 

man Social Democracy. 
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Republic and replaced it with the people's militia, a 
force, directly responsible to the Commune, of all the 
men capable of bearing arms. It took the first 
steps towards the suppression of the enemy of the 
proletariat—weak and lacking in determination as these 
steps were—by the suppression of a number of anti- 
Communard journals, the arrest of the conspiring Ver- 
saillese within the walls of Paris, the virtual declaration 
of war against Thiers by the taking of hostages, the 
sorties against the Versailles forces and the appeals 
to the province for support. 

The ruling body was based upon a real proletarian 
democracy, providing for the recall of unsatisfactory 
representatives, abolishing special allowances, paying 
all state officials the wages of workers, and realizing 
that “ideal of all bourgeois revolutions cheap govern¬ 
ment by eliminating the two largest items of expen¬ 
diture—the army and the bureaucracy.” The parliamen¬ 
tarism of the bourgeois society was smashed and the 
Commune transformed itself into a ‘working corpora¬ 
tion legislative and executive at one and the same time,” 
and held itself up to the provinces of France as the 
mirror of their own future. Church and State were 
separated, ecclesiastical property was confiscated and 
all education secularized. 

The pawned property and furniture of the workers 
were returned, the workers were relieved of the pay¬ 
ment of the overdue rents, it abolished the sickening 
piety of charity and “relief,” and resumed the pay of 
the National Guard. Thru Frankel, the Internationalist 
delegate of labor, it took its first steps, however few 
and unclear, to destroy the system of capitalist produc¬ 
tion and socialize it by turning it over to the trade 
unions; to ameliorate the conditions of the workers; to 
enforce a “fair wagd” proviso in Commune contracts 
and abolish the abominable system of fines and gar- 
nisheeing of wages by employers: it planned the in¬ 
stitution of the eight-hour day. Its internationalist 
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character was testified to by the Hungarian, Frankel’s 
presence as delegate of labor, Dombrowski and Wrob- 
lewski, the I’oles, in the defense. 

jts heroic and noble spirit of sa crifice has been left 
as a revolutionary le gacy to the new generations ot the 
avengmg^proletariat. The Commune was g dim glass in 
which was reflected the rise of that g reater and more 
Powerf ul dictatorship of the proletariat' the success ful 

proletarian revolution in Russia- 

* * * 

The com position of the P aris Comm une was a most 
confusing one. T here were the a d here nts to the ~ French 
s ection ot the International Workingmen’s Association, 
o? v Inch 'there wer e I n Paris aTono more than four score 
branches, many of wh ich, especially the trade unions 
which had been wiped out duri ng the war and the siege, 
had dls'appeare d . T h^riIeIegaTron~TiT~tire^bmmiine! 
numbering T? members, was m ore attached'td'the doc- 
t flfies of Proud hon than to those'of Marx. To thaFex- 
tent, tho they comprised, according’ to Lissagary, with 
some exceptions, the most intelligent and most clear in 
the Commune, they were handicapped and transferred 
this handicap into the work of the Commune. Their 
obstinate attachment to the idea of autonomy for other 
Communes, their refusal to excercise any pressure on 
the provinces, but rather to permit them to decide of 
their own accord, their vain hope that natural spon¬ 
taneous sympathy and a vague contact would rally the 
rest of France to their support, served as much as any 
other factor to isolate the Commune from the rest of 
the country. 

Even on the night of March 18, the general opinion 
among the Internationalists was that Paris had merely 
gained its municipal franchise and that a period of calm 
was certain to ensue. The idea that a social revolution 
was taking place beneath their very eyes was very far 
from their minds. Varlin, one of their best, wrote to 
the Swiss anarchists, grouped around Bakunin and Guil- 
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'<• d"sabuse them^of'their 110U H ‘ J ““empted 

signal for the approaching ‘ March 18 was th « 

by saylng that il was only the'S t S °° ial .Elution 
Ch ;| Se that ^ey had aimed for and won: mUn ' C,Pal fra “- 

tlie moment the municipal ^ th ® COInin& 26 «nd 
Committee will resign its pol? Is elected, the Central 
T , , * tS P ° Wers an ' J ‘‘11 will be finished.” 

International! headed the ^st * niember of the 
Proclamation of the Central r f “ ames signed to the 
Guard caused ignorant friendsTm/fr 06 ° f the National 
revolution to the International d t0 attrib «te the 
Science was for them a cnZi ^ al P hab etical coin- 
ot Marx and the French irXl proof - The attitude 

sufficient evidence to disprove“sucTf' StS , theni3eIve s is 
it was, however, that while th contention. True 
ticipation at the beginning if the^ ^ n ° ° fficial par ' 
and did not react to tho J organization was inert 
penetrated inTt h l° LZ U ’ ’ tS "«« ha » 

; o oS; o ,^. c ~ -::z z 

Ut» Commune 

his participation in 7h~„77 k ~ A - Lb '-^.ri_martial for 

so^enjirriri^^^ 

^mune that^ra 7 77 ^ 7 ^? [ , 0f - Bta ^t-t<Ohe 

for tne whole loTlTf^^^~r~T^~--^J!^ :haD ge him 
25 "™^ inclmnH^ by the 

sptTBl 1 of A~aTRJTgmrs~tTTfafe n —5- ° p 1 . _^ >ans > t~he in- 

decker, alul TumeroST^^ 

"'ere directly 9 descended ° rsanization 

conspirators of „ 
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Their single stea 4 |ast_alnLwas 
vow of the revolution the arming of the 

the overthj^ L-2L-^lS--——^f^7i77IlQE5xe-ttotiH.tcr- 
H 2 letarlata^i^S^-X_^g^ dictatorship of the 

revolution,_jiud_Jhe j -----tt-,, built a C onspirati\ e, 
proletariat- To«rd nd ^ “" zaLlun> .jactadtag 

all whojvereaioi^^solut ^ en because G f their per- 
fannicaUy^tta^^^^_^ s -g-^_- a c r i fi( j e With such a 

sonaEcourage, T^Tmoment, Blanqui constantly 

band of men, real \ ‘ ising 0 f a militant and deter- 

planned for an arme f the revolutionary prole- 

mined minority ™ ti ary dictatorship was the 

tariat. For him, theParis over the rest of 
dictatorship olI woAit t o{ a [ew ot , he larger 

^Varu-fthe re7 and only home ot the revoln- 

tionary woikei. Parisian dictatorship in ’4S,” 

... . . One year of - ^ Fra nce and history 

wrote Blanqui, wouldl endin g. If ten years are 

thet-st he no hesitation, * 

TU1S commendable 

^rcenteied upon revolutionary action, they malm 

T a th 7 soca, ::ti z°z 

TZZXZL “immune, suhiect to the sole utilitarian 

moral of the common i their small organization 

Without Blanqui, am vn werg left w i t h a number 

of a couple of thou& . and ; ft . lkl 5 more easily ride a revolu- 
of energetic men who could more eas y^ Blanquists 

tionary wave than bui Blan(lU ists at heart—had a 

—the_ a f lia ^ it a t the commune, but without their 

fea a d C er C tLTr revoLlonary gestures, their slavish imita- 














































tion of the uprisings of ’92 and ’93, their disorder and 
inability to organize even the department of war brings 
one almost to agreement with the words of one of the 
leading Blanquists, Raoul Rigault; Without Blanqui, 
there is nothing doing, with Blanqui, everything.” 

Whether with or without Blanqui, his followers reg. 
ularly opposed to the- Internationalists’ Proudhonian 
autonomous Commune, the dictatorial, centralized Com¬ 
mune which was to spread, thruout the length and 
breadth of France—and never did. 

Besides these t wo groupg , tberq were the unaffiliated 
members of the old Centra 1 Co mmittee of the G ua rd and 
♦ hr:f ^hfhlTwho~lived in' a^ enIaiIxgyeI_of."souvenirs 
of the revolutions of 1830 a nd *48. _T hoir_outstanding 
figure, Charles" Delescluze, was an enemy of Blanqu i 
but a Bianquist at heart. H is personality dominated th e 
Commune to a large extent. Bakunin, who tia'd no use 
for the^centralism of Delescluze declared that there 
were two kinds of Jacobins, “the Jacobin lawyers and 
doctrinaries like M. Gambetta . . . and the frankly 

revolutionary Jacobins, the heroes, the last sincere re¬ 
presentatives of the democratic faith of 1793 . . . 

the magnificent Jacobins, at the head of whom is natur¬ 
ally placed Delescluze, a great soul and a great char¬ 
acter.” 

But there were others am ong the Jaco b ins, Fel ix 
Pyat, for example. A cowardT blageur, phrasemonger^ 
!ii _ !i'Sa'o'nce“Seenriabelled by a friend of Blanqui either 
a monomaniac or a police agent. Of less dangerous 
importance, but equally romantic were those who 
grouped themselves around him. And this diversified 
assemblage gave rise to the pettiest bickerings in which 
Pyat detested Vermorel, Yermorel had little use for’ 
Delescluze, Delescluze for Blanqui, and a dozen other 
similar personal discords which often threw the Com¬ 
mune into a frenzy. 

Cursed with interminable talkers, the assembly of 
the Commune could sit and spend four hours in the 
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discussion of the most trifling subject while the mani¬ 
festo of the Commune was approved almost without 
debate. Long drawn out discussions took place on the 
demolition of the Vendome column, which was finally 
ordered destroyed “as a momument of savagery, a sym¬ 
bol of brute force and false glory, an affirmation of 
militarism ... a perpetual attack upon one of the 
three great principles of the French republic—frater¬ 
nity.” A lively discussion on the question of the thea¬ 
tres went on while the Versaillese were approaching the 
walls of the city on the 19 of May. And one of the 
most important discussions on the role of the Commit¬ 
tee of Public Safety was interrupted by the endless 
feud between Pyat and Vermorel. 

The Commune would organize one means of medical 
service and its general, Cluseret, another. On one day 
it would vote for a permanent chairman and the next 
week it would decide to elect one at every session. 
Nine days after a decision not to print the proceeding 
of the sessions in the Officiel it is voted that they shall 
be published there. The assembly sessions were a huge 
open forum with almost complete disorder, tolerant of 
nuisances, confused and contradictory. 

As tho the ordinary difficulties were not sufficient, 
new ones were daily placed in the road of the Commune 
The old Central Committee, which had been so anxious 
to unload its powers and responsibilities on to the 
shoulders of the newly-elected Commune, developed a 
tendency towards a dual power. Its delegation of greet¬ 
ings to the Commune, behind their “Vive la Republique! 
Vive la Commune!” announced that it would leave the 
power of government to the Commune and that the 
Central Committee would limit (!) itself to the reor¬ 
ganization of the National Guard. The military power 
of the Commune was to be under the control of the old 
Central Committee! On the 31 of March it announced 
to the Commune that it “had delegated the general 
Cluseret to the department of war where he would re- 
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organize the National Guard under the direction of thf- 
Coinmittee.” The Commune, fearing an open struggle 
and frightened by the failure of the sortie of April .3, 
finally conceded the point. Until the last day of the 
Commune ,the Central Committee practically defied its 
authority. While it would not permit the department 
of war of the Commune to do anything, it merely fol¬ 
lowed suit by doing nothing itself. Not all the blame 
may be placed upon the Commune for not building an 
army, for not utilizing the forces at the command of 
Paris, and for not fortifying Paris even to the moment 
wdien the enemy were already inside her walls. 

The attempts made in the beginning to organize the 
work of the Commune were promising but ended almost 
without.exception in failure. Commissions were created 
for war, general security, justice', finances, subsistance, 
labor-industry and -exchange, public service, foreign 
relations. An executive committee of seven w r as elec¬ 
ted, charged with carrying out the decisions and laws 
of the Commune. But these commissions were auto¬ 
nomous units, never attempting the coordination of 
their work and finally degenerating into a single dele¬ 
gate who was more often than not totally unfit for 
his work. 

The provisioning of Paris was carried on in a better 
manner than most of the other departments, the Com¬ 
mune opening a number of municipal markets and shops 
where food was sold at a lower price than ordinarily. 
The commisison of public service, which had been set. 
among other things, the modest task of studying “the 
means of putting the railways into the hands of the 
Commune of France without hurting the interests of 
the companies,” managed to put into functioning condi¬ 
tion the municipal service—and whether in doing that it 
hurt the interests of the companies is not known. 

The work of the commission of postal service and 
telegraphs was an extremely difficult one. The flight 
of Thiers and Co. had left the Post Office in a terrible 
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condition: the stamps were gone and with them the 
engravings; nine-tenths of the employees had fled; the 
telegraphic wires to the provinces had been cut by 
Thiers. Theisz, a silver w’orker, managed to bring some 
order into the department. He created a functioning 
postal service in Paris, and thru a system of secret 
agents who posted letters in other towi\s, a service 
thruout the country. He reduced the staff of the post 
office and made plans for the creation of a sort of civil 
service examination for new employees. 

Camelinat, a bronze worker in charge of the Mint, 
was one of the most successful. He prepared new 
stamps and new imprints for the coins and brought 
about such improvements that the Versaillese provided 
him with a safe conduct after the fall of the Commune 
for the purpose of instructing their own head of the. 
Mint in the improvements Camelinat had perfected. 

The attempts of the department of education were 
only a part of the progress made by the Commune. 
Valliant, the delegate, created a commission for the 
organization of primary and higher education which 
announced the opening of a school on the sixth of May. 
Attempts were made to reorganize the National Library 
and to reopen the museums. Education was secularized, 
and there the work stopped short. 

Luckily for the Commune, the incompetence of the 
commission for general security—the police forces— 
was even less than that of the groups or traitorous con¬ 
spirators who were in Paris. The spy Veysett, who at¬ 
tempted to bribe Dombrowski with 20,000 francs, was 
apprehended. From the records of the old prefecture 
of police a number of other spies were discovered in 
the ranks of the Commune and immediately seized. The 
threat of the Commune to shoot three hostages to every 
one killed by the Versaillese was never carried out 
until the last day of its existence, altho Thiers kept right 
on with his horrifying murders of all Parisians that 
were captured. 
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The commission of labor, industry and exchange, 
headed by the .Hungarian Internationalist, Leo Frankel, 
and composed exclusively of socialist revolutionaries.* 
accomplished some of the most important and in a 
sense the greatest tasks of the Commune. It had set 
before it the task, according to the official decree, of 
being “charged with the propagation of socialist doc¬ 
trines. It (the commission) must seek the means of 
equalizing labor and wages. It must also occupy itself 
with favoring national and Parisian industries.” Even 
the Blanquists had agreed to the need of spreading the 
ideas of socialism among the masses, as one of the 
means of saving the revolution; and they turned this 
work over to the Internationalists ungrudgingly. For 
the Blanquists, however, that was the sum total of the 
voik of the commission, and beyond a propaganda bodv 
they could see no further. With such an initial handicap 
it is astonishing that such a relatively great amount of 
progress was recorded. 

Frankel, realizing the difficulties, and adapting him¬ 
self to the position of the Commune, proceeded with his 
work in a very careful and steady manner. Rents over¬ 
due since October, 1870, were remitted. The pawning 
of objects was prohibited and a delay of three years 
was given to debtors. Night work for bakers was 
abolished together with the retention of fines and part 
of the wages by employers. A first small attempt was 
made to regulate employment by the registration of the 
supply and demand of workers and the establishment 
of offices to carry on the beginnings of what is now 
known as the employment exchange. 

Unlike the revolution of 1789, which hurt the worker 
almost as often as it did the monarchy, the abandoned 
factories and shops were confiscated by workers’ asso- 


Av U al - ,Malon, Frankel and Eugene Gerardin 
of the International; Dupont of the Central Commftte^ 

bourgeoLie ^ repubIican club : L °iseau Pincon of the 
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ciations and a jury of arbitration fixed the indemnities 
due to the employer, a compromise which did not change 
the proletarian character of the action. The trade 
unions, almost wiped out during the war and the siege, 
were energetically rebuilt by the commission so that at 
the time-of the fall of the Commune there were 34 dis¬ 
trict trade union councils, 43 productive societies and 
11 other working class societies. 

By a decree of the Commune all contracts were by 
preference to be given to workers’ societies and towards 
the end all the needs of the National Guard were sup¬ 
plied in this way. An enlarged commission was organ¬ 
ized by Frankel out of the representatives of all the 
trade union councils, for the purpose of considering the 
taking over of all abandoned and closed factories. The 
commission met once or twice and little was accom¬ 
plished. Even this Proudhonist method of socialising 
industry was prematurelly killed by the death of the 
Commune. The difficulties of correspondence alone 
prevented Marx from having a greater Influence upon 
this phase of the Commune’s work. 

Faced with disorder and weakness in all of the de¬ 
partments, the majority of the Commune again sought 
their inspiration from the days of ’93. With a romantic 
gesture it constituted the first Committee of Public 
Safety on May 1, with Felix Pyat as its most prominent 
member, and armed it with dictatorial powers. Against 
the revival of this ancient corpse the members of the 
International, joined by a few others, protested vigor¬ 
ously, and denounced it as a step towards the creation 
of a dictator. From then on a bitter quarrel arose be¬ 
tween the Commune majority and the minority. 

The first Committee of Public Safety was a miserable 
failure. When the Versaillese had surprised a redoubt 
and the Committee was blamed for this defeat because 
it sent Wroblewski and Dombrowski to the fort of Issy, 
Pyat replied majestically: “Neither the Committee of 
Public Safety nor myself have signed any order com- 
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manding citizen VVroblewski to go to the fort of Isay.” 
But when he was confronted the next day with the 
written order and was compelled to recognize his own 
signature, he airily begged the assembly to pardon his 
error. 

Such vain incompetence aroused the old Jacobin 
Delescluze. In a fiery speech before the Assembly on 
the 9 of May, after the fall of Issy into the hands of the 
Versailese, he denounced the Committee: “One can do 
very great things by using simple words; I am no par¬ 
tisan of Committees of Public Safety; they are nothing 
but words.” Therefore the Commune deliberated for 
a short time—and decided to create another Committee 
of Public Safety with different individuals. The minor¬ 
ity which demanded representation in the committee 
was excluded, Vermorel was forced to quit the depart¬ 
ment of general security and Longuet the Official. Exas¬ 
perated, the minority quit the Assembly and announced 
its return to the arrondissements. In their declara¬ 
tion of May 15, they say: 

. “By a special and express vote the Commune of Paris 
has abdicated its power into the hands of a dictator, to 
whom it has given the name of the Committee of Public' 
Safety. 

By its own vote the majority of the Commune has 
denied its responsibility and left all responsibility for 
our situation in the hands of this Committee. 

The minority to which we belong affirms on the other 
hand the idea that it is the duty of the Commune to the 
political and social revolutionary movement to accept 
all responsibility and decline none, however worthy the 
hands to which it desires to entrust them. . . . (In 

our own arrondissements we can) usefully serve oui 
principles and avoid creating in the Commune dissen¬ 
sions which we should all regret. For we are convinced 
that majority or minority, in spite of political differ¬ 
ences, we all pursue the same end. 

Political liberty. Emancipation of the worker. 
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Vive la R epublique Sociale! Vive la Commune! 

The joy created by this split in the camp of the 
Versaillese ^.nd the anger of the workers they repre¬ 
sented brought the most of them back on the 17, but 
the prestige of the assembly was considerably weakened 
thenceforward. 

The second Committee of Public Safety was not any 
more effective than the first; and the declaration of the 
minority in the Assembly did not increase its prestige 
among the people to any degree. And the next step 
was the hunt for a dictator, a memory of ’93 and Marat 
the friend ot the people. Garibaldi had written to the 
Central Committee, refusing the post of commander of 
the National Guard: “Remember well that a single 
honest man must he charged with the supreme post 
with full powers.” For Blanquists, who had followed 
Blanqui unswervingly for years, it was not unnatural to 
accept the Idea of a dictatorship of a powerful indi¬ 
vidual. Ancl while they hopefully awaited the retui n 
of Blanqui sso that he could fill the throne of the dic¬ 
tator, Rossei, the delegate of war, prepared for a coup' 
which would give to him the supreme power. His at¬ 
tempt failed and he fled the city. 

In the meantime the preparations for a struggle 
against the Versaillese had been either completely neg¬ 
lected or most stupidly or incompetently conducted. The 
department^ of foreign relations and of war, where the 
Commune should have been strongest, were its weakest 
points. 

In the first place, the department of external affairs 
was in the hands of a Paschal Grousset, whose neglect 
of work was astounding in view of the tremendous vis¬ 
tas that lay before him. No efforts were made to gain 

* Signed by Varlin, Theisz, Avrial, Clement, Frankel. 
Beslay, PinQv, Clemence, Eugene Gerardin, Lefrancais, An- 
drieux, Serailler, Longuet of the International: Jourde of 
the old Central Committee; Tridon the Pllanquist, Arnould 
Valles and Vermorel of the Revolutionary press and party; 
Ostyn of the red republican clubs; Arnold, and Gustave 
Courbet the painter. 
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contacts with the hundreds of thousands of European 
workers who looked to Paris with anxious eyes and 
w-hose hearts beat in unison with that of the Commune. 
Xo efforts were made to utilize the important docu- 
inents of the Napoleonic regime which lay in the old 
diplomatic files, documents which would have brought 
multiplied support to the Commune. Two sentimental 
and meaningless manifestoes were addressed to the 
provinces and hardly distributed. 

The pro\inces might easily have been aroused if 
any efforts had been made to maintain connections be¬ 
tween them and revolutionary Paris. The Commune 
had already seen its day i Q Lyons and Marseilles. The 
Commune existed at Toulouse up to the 27 of March; 
in Narbonne to the 31; at Marseilles to the 4 of April. 
In Limoges the Commune lasted a day. The Parisians 
might have reawakened these movements and thrown 
all of France into the throes of revolt. There were 
plenty of capable and trustworthy agitators, but they 
were not used. There was money enough to subsidize 
hundreds of journals and pay for thousands of men. 
Rut it was in the Bank of France and the Commune 
quaked at the idea of so violently trespassing the rights 
of property, and the old Proudhonian, Beslay, had suf- 
fiicient influence to prevent the seizure of the money, 
which amounted to almost three billion francs—a most 
tremendous sum of money in 1871. All that the Com¬ 
mune got was the nine and a half million francs owing 
to Paris by the Bank of France, and an additional 7,290 - 
000 francs was secured after much difficulty. 

Nevertheless, the provinces had a repugnance for 
civil war, and the bourgeois republicans began an agita¬ 
tion for the cessation of the attempts to attack Paris 
and for the recognition of the Republic, after the failure 
of the Parisian sortie against the Versaillese on April 3. 
The municipal elections, held on the 30 of April gave 
the republicans a majority. Simultaneouslv, two con¬ 
gresses of municipal delegates were held, bne at Bor¬ 
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deaux and the other at Lyons to organize common ac¬ 
tion. Thiers gave the order to arrest the delegates and 
the two congresses were broken up. 

The majority of the country, their delegates not¬ 
withstanding, was, however, quite passive concerning 
the events in Paris. The peasantry had been poisoned 
by the lies of Thiers and the country squires. They 
knew that the war between Bonaparte and Prussia had 
killed 30,000 Frenchmen, most of them peasants’ sons; 
thousands were still in the hospitals; the German pris¬ 
ons held a quarter of a million men. The peasants were 
tiring of war and the slaughter of their offspring. 

Yet they might have supported a revolutionary Paris, 
a government which demanded a more energetic war 
against the Prussian, “guerre a Poutrance,’’ war to the 
bitter end, if such a revolt had succeeded on October 31 
or on January 22. But March 18 was already after the 
beginnings of the peace negotiations, and the peasants 
saw in the Commune only a hindrance to the accom¬ 
plishment of a peace that would allow their sons to 
return to the plow. And the small towns of France 
which always enjoyed their municipal franchise looked 
with only passing interest upon the struggle of Paris 
for the same rights. 

The bourgeois republicans, with their boundless faith 
in the “protector of the Republic” Thiers, looked with 
a jaundiced eye upon the disreputable Jacobinism of 
revolutionary Paris. Their shuddering fear of socialism, 
overweighing even their dislike of the monarchy, limited 
their defense of Paris to a genial demand for no re¬ 
prisals and the achieving of some sort of acceptable 
agreement. 

The weakening defenders of Paris also had to coun¬ 
teract the most malicious lies and calumniations which 
Thiers spread regularly thruout the country and the 
continent. The Parisians are pillaging the treasury; 
the people await with impatience the moment of their 
delivery from this horror; a dictatorship usurped by 
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foreigners who inaugurated their reign by assasination; 
and scores of similarly unscrupulous slanders worthy of 
the shameless haunters of their own tawdriness at 
\ ersailles. And France believed these frightful canards, 
after an incessant stream of them had flowed thru the 
land like bile. 

X^e_attern pts o f numerous conciliators to effect a 

pprochement between the Versaillese 153 the Pari- 
sians were i uv.irb.bly met with t he refusal of Thiers. 
In the national assembly, the reading by Brunet of his 
proposals for conciliation were met by wild interrup¬ 
tions: “We do not treat with brigands,” cried the 
marquis de Dampierre. Delegations of all kinds were 
met with the same reply: Let Paris lay down its arms 
and the military movement will cease. Let the assas¬ 
sins be given up and there will be no reprisals against 
the people. 

Jt .- was <m ]y^_th erefore, by a strong military force 
that the Comm une co uld hope to establis h itself, to hold 
a again st the bloodthirsty Rurals and th e cunning 
Thi ers who were pla nning the massacre of Paris. Many 
d'ays had already been lost, decisive days. - Thiers, with¬ 
out an army, had declared: “Come what may, I will not 
send an army to Paris.” Before the municipal elec¬ 
tions, the results of which gave the lie to the Assembly’s 
boast of representativeness, Thiers again spoke: “There 
exists no cbnsipracy against the Republic but that of 
Paris, which compels us to shed French blood. 

Let those impious arms fall from the hands which hold 
them, and chastisement will be arrested at once by an 
act of peace excluding only the small number of 
criminals.” 

Bismarck, in the meantime, became impatient. On 
the 10 of May the treaty of peace was signed by Thiers 
and Jules Favre. It provided for the continued occupa¬ 
tion of Parisian forts until “order” had been established. 
And so that this “order” might be swiftly consummated, 
the Prussian agreed to release the tens of thousands of 
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captives for Thiers to use in the suppression of Paris, 
and even offered the use of his own troops. The pay¬ 
ment of the first installment of the indemnity was made 
dependent upon the victory of Thiers over Paris. The 
Assembly ratified the treaty , of peace on the 18, and 
on the same day Thiers was still able to say to a group 
of delegates who sought conciliation: “Whenever the 
insurgents will make up their minds for capitulation, 
the gates of Paris shall be flung wide open during a 
week for all except the murderers of Generals Clement 
Thomas and Lecomte.” 

It was only on the day when victory was assured that 
tfiis repelling scoundrel shouted triumphantly to the 
Assembly that he would enter Paris, with the laws in 
his hands, and demand a full expiation of the wretches • 
who had sacrificed the lives of soldiers and destroyed 
public monuments. “I shall be pitiless,” the wretch an¬ 
nounced. With the aid of Bismarck he had rebuilt his 
army, fed and clothed it well, prevented it from coming 
into contact with the people and skilfully incited it with 
his fabrications against the revolutionary Commune. 
The troops that invaded Paris after the Commune were v 
not the troops who fraternized with the National Guard! 
And it was the naive idea of the Parisians that any 
conflict with the Versaillese troops would be a repeti¬ 
tion of March 18 that accounts for a considerable part 
of their optimistic feelings. 

While Thiers prepared his forces, nurtured them and 
trained them, the Commune ran headlessly from one 
remedy to another. Eudes, the delegate of war, Du\al, 
in charge of the police, and Bergeret of the National 
Guard w*ere the military power at the outset. Only on 
the 2 of April did any serious military encounter take 
place. The Versaillese troops attacked a detachment 
led by Bergeret, chased them to the bridge of Neuilly, 
murdered the prisoners they took, and departed in good, 
order. 

Paris immediately took up the cry: To Versailles! 
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inougnt that these were men of March 18. 

the fort awikened r th f ^ fr ° m the P ara I>ets of 
. c e them m horror and surprise The 

t h° J«p ° f tbe Federate managed to reach Rueil, where 
the enemy had massed itself, and in a short combat 
the eommunards fled to Paris. Eudes was forced to 
f . a re .^ eat from the woods of Clamart Duval 

a So? T itGd defenSe ° f the plateaa of Chatill^n for 
a whole day, was surrounded and taken prisoner Paris' 

was stunned: The faiIu re of April 3 changed the entire 
nuhtary basis of Paris from the offensive, which thev 
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For four weeks after the fiasco of the 3 Cluseref 
vvas given the command of the Parisian forces With 

,n TtlwT 3 rep , utali0 “ behind him-with (LfbX 
y> a general during the American Civil War a 
Fenian conspirator in Ireland-he began to destroy the 
emainmg strength.of the Commune. The organization 
of he army its division, and provisionment were com¬ 
pletely neglected. Confusion was made worse con 

fere rn the CentraI Commi «ee began to inte?-* 
fere n ; t he coaduct of the military operations. 

On the sixth of April, the Communards lost Courbe 
voise and then the bridge of Neuvilly. On tieninth 
Dombrowski repaired the defeat by taking Asnieies 
and the Chateau de Becon, and then, deprived of rein 
forcements both of them were evacuated. On the 30 
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of the month, the fort of Issy, which had been strenu¬ 
ously defended, was evacuated by the greater part of 
its garrison—and lssy was a strategic point in the 
defense of Paris. 

The Parisians were in a turmoil and demanded 
severe action. On his return from the fort, Cluseret. 
the eternal adventurer, the American-taught fraud, was 
arrested and placed in the prison of Mazas. Not only 
had he lost for the Commune the defensive points on 
the outside of the city, but the internal defense had 
been completely neglected. A young officer, colonel 
Rossel, was given the delegateship of war and he 
proceeded immediately to organize the remnants of 
the defense. 

In the place of the incompetent Cluseret was now 
placed this young officer. Unfortunately for the Com¬ 
mune he was not a revolutionary. He had placed his 
services at its command because of the refusal of 
revolutionary Paris to hand itself over to shameful 
defeat by the Prussian armies. On the 20 of March. 
Rossel, who had revolted against Bazaine for his sur¬ 
render at Metz, wrote to the minister of war that he 
placed himself without hesitation upon the side of the 
party “which has not signed the peace and which does 
not count in its ranks generals guilty of capitulation.” 

Rossel, with the aim of establishing himself as the 
savior and natural dictator of Paris, immediately 
turned to the disciplining and organization of the 
forces. Quite energetically he divided the Communard 
army into precise and mobile sections, organized the 
munitions and provisionment. In a short time he 
assumed the pose of a “friend of the people” so that 
instead of a vain Cluseret the Commune was cursed 
with a sly and ambitious Rossel, a warrior who sought 
the toga of the politician. 

The carrying out of his plans for the construction 
of a second fortification within Pa’ris, with three cita¬ 
dels—Montmartre, the Trocadero and the Pantheon— 
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he entrusted to Gaillard, a well known orator, with 
the hope of ingratiating himself with the revolution¬ 
aries. The result of his plan was the construction of 
a scenic barricade at the entrance to the rue de Rivoli, 
quite a formidable one it is true, but'one which was 
never used except in the street fighting during the last 
days of the Commune. 

But the cannon of the Versaillese continued to roar 
at the gates of Paris, despite the energetic Rossel. Ort 
the 3 and 4 of May, the Federals suffered severe losses 
on the redoubt of Moulin-Saquet. Against the fort of 
Issy the Versaillese suddenly uncovered 70 pieces of 
artillery, which battered it down so sucessfully that 
on the 9 it was captured. 

The ten day regime of Rossel came to an end. In 
a desperate attempt to lead a coup d’Etat against the 
Commune by taking advantage of the military defeats, 
he completed his own ruin and marked another unfor¬ 
tunate page in the too tolerant history of the revolu¬ 
tion He asked for a cell in Mazas a last moment 
gesture—and then fled with the aid of the member 
of the Commune who had been charged with guarding 

him, Gerardin. „ „ , 

The committee of public safety which followed soon 
earned its recall. The defense of the city was put 
into the hands of a civilian, Charles Delescluze. Biu 
where Cluseret and Rossel had not been obeyed, Dele- 
scluze’s orders were as little heeded. Disorder still 
reigned in the ranks. Of the 1740 pieces of artillery 
that the Commune had at its disposal not more than 
320 were ever used, p.nd only the indubitable valor and 
bravery of the Communard soldiers made up in part 
for the constant shortage of cannon. The soldiers 
simply did not realize the essential necessity of dis¬ 
cipline. Tales quotes an agent of the Commune who 
complained bitterly about the state of the army: 

“It is to the bad state of discipline in our advance 

post that we must attribute all the unfortunate sur- 
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Golgotha 

“We are honest gentlemen; 
it is by ordinary laws that 
justice will be done. We will 
have recourse to nothing but 
the law." Thiers to the Na¬ 
tional Assembly, May 22, 1871. 

With its last breath, facing extinction, the Com¬ 
munards fought like the most courageous of heroes. 
Delescluze, abdicating his authority as commander, 
called for revolutionary war by the people, war with 
naked arms, war on the barricades. There was no 
longer even a pretense at a strategic retreat, an 
organized defensive. It was every man for himself 
and only the natural tendencies of crowds united little 
groups of men to struggle in their various sections. 
Debouching everywhere the Versaillese gained ground, 
foot by foot, every hour. On the 22, La Muette was 
taken, then the Trocadero; a bloc of Federal artillery 
was taken in the capture of the Military School. 

The Communards now made a desperate attempt to 
rally against the enemy. At the first sign of the end, 
the cowards, with Felix Pyat at their head, removed 
their red sashes and fled. Dombrowski, Delescluze, 
Varlin, Rigault, Ferre and a few others made an 
attempt to organize the defense but it was hopeless. 
For a few days the tigerish heroism of the defenders, 
outnumbered as they were, even checked the enemy. 
Scenes of unknown self-sacrifice and noble courage 
were hourly occurences. The Comunards died with the 
Marseillaise on their lips and the shout “Pour la 
solidarite humaine!” Dombrowski, realizing the end 
and saddened by the suspicions cast upon him, exposed 
himself to the fire of the enemy and was riddled by 
balls in the rue Myrrha. 

One after another: Montmartre, the historic battle¬ 
ground of the revolution was taken by 30,000 men be¬ 
cause the Commune had failed to send reinforcements 
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and munitions; the cemetery of Montparnasse was 
occupied and the Federals were being flanked on every 
side, driven to a corner. Raoul Rigault was found 
lifeless in a street. Ferre, the Blanquist chief of police, 
saw to the shooting of the spy Veysett, and gave the 
order for the killing of the hostages—after the Com¬ 
munards, maddened by the savage slaughters of Thiers, 
demanded reprisals. 

Delescluze, who had been sent in an attempt to 
secure some sort of mediation between Paris and 
Versailles, thru the good offices of the secretary to the 
American ambassador, was prevented from leaving the 
city by the guard at the gate. The shame of being 
suspect was too much for him: “I do not want to live 
any more, all is ended for me/’ he repeated. He 
marched to the barricades of the Chateau-d'Eau and 
without looking back, faced the Versaillese with only 
a cane. The austere and noble old Jacobin fell dead 
with fratricidal bullets. 

The Commune now suffered its death pangs. The 
leonine struggles on the barricades were of little avail. 
The Versaillese pressed forward. On Sunday, May 28, 
the last barricade w’as taken. At noon, the last can¬ 
non of the Communards was fired. The next day a 
small squadron seized the outlying fort of Vincennes, 
shot the Communard officers against the wall, pulled 
the red flag from the mast and ran up the tricolor of 
the republic of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity. . . . 

But the monstrous scoundrel Thiers had not finished. 
It was necessary to thoroly purge Paris of subversive 
notions, to drown its revolutionary spirit in a bath of 
its own blood; a massacre was an essential prerequisite 
for the achievement of year-long tranquillity. So there 
followed the bloody week of May, the most frightful 
slaughter, the most cold-blooded murder of men since 
the days of the Byzantine Empire. To the scoundrelly 
patriots of Thiers’ mold, the Communards were far 
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more detestable than the Prussians; indeed, it was 
only with the aid of the Prussians that they managed 
to conquer Paris. The party of “order” was in power. 

“Pitiless murder!” With this order were the Com¬ 
munards exterminated. Those found with black marks 
on their fingers, indications of having used gun powder, 
or those who still wore a bit of National Guard uniform 
were shot in their tracks. Three hundred Federal 
refugees were shot in the Madeleine. At the square 
of the Pantheon hundreds of Federals were massacred. 
Huge heaps of corpses were piled against, every wall 
in the city. The wounded and the medical corps equal¬ 
ly were killed b; the bloodthirsty troops, despite the 
concord of the International Convention at Geneva. 

Members of the Commune were avidly hunted like 
dogs, and even Free Masons were murdered on sight. 
Varlin, one of the most capable figures in the Com¬ 
mune was cruelly assassinated. The Versailles press 
would announce the execution of Cluseret, Valles, Fer¬ 
re, Lonquet, Gambon, Lefrancais: and all of them were 
living! Unfortunates, who could not prove their iden¬ 
tity were killed in their places. 

Moderates, republicans, men who had never parti¬ 
cipated in the Commune but whose staunch republican 
ideas made them suspect were done to death. Mil- 
liere, the deputy to the National Assembly, was forced 
to his knees in the Pantheon and shot; the doctor 
Tony Moilin suffered the same fate. The presence of 
foreigners in official posts in the Commune gave rise 
to a hunt against all strangers: Poles, Hungarians, 
Italians, Hollanders and Germans were shot almost on 
sight. Neither women nor children were spared: 
“They are probably Communards anyway.” 

Anonymous denunciations were sufficient in most 
cases for the seizure and death of a Parisian, and 
thousands died in this manner. The fable of the 
petroieuses, women oil thowers who were alleged to 
have set fire to buildings, brought about the death of 
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scores. Thousands were tried before drum-head court 
martials which devoted only a second to each indi¬ 
vidual. Those who were sent to Versailles for retrial 
had to pass thru a gate guarded by the Marquis de 
Gallifet. This horrible butcher stood there and selec¬ 
ted haphazardly hundreds of men and women out of 
the purest whim, and murdered them against the wall. 

“To find a parallel for the conduct of Thiers and 
his bloodhounds we must go back to tlie times of Sulla 
and the two triumvirates of Rome,” wrote Marx. 
Where rifles failed to slaughter the hundreds of victims 
who were driven to death like droves of cattle, the 
miltarilleuses were substituted. Huge graves, yards 
wide and deep, were dug for the murdered Parisians 
and they were flung in like so much dirt. The has¬ 
tiness with which they were buried brought horrible 
nightmares to those who passed by or lived near these 
mass graves. At night a still living arm would be 
thrust out of the ground, or a leg which still wore the 
uniform of the National Guard. In the butchery many 
of the wounded had been buried alive! Unearthly 
groans and heavings issuing from the ground, made 
Parisian life a ghastly nightmare. Bodies rotted in 
the bleak rooms of the proletariat, awaiting a hasty 
internment. 

Every family in Paris gave at least one sacrifice to 
the cause of the Commune. The in satiabl e sadism of 
t he bourgeois hyenas spattered every wall of Paris 

with the s tain of noble p r oletarian blood. T he rivers 

of Paris ran red with blood, a constant broad''strea m 

staining its cours e for days during the Semaine Sang- 

lant. A new amusement aff o rded the degenerates of 
Paris: ..La peche au federe, which consisted in betting 
on the amount of Fede ral s’ corpses that would float 

under a bridge in a given time. 

Gallifet, “the kept man of" his wife, so notorious 
for her shameless exhibitions at the orgies of the 
Second Empire,” was the most frightful monster of 
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them all. He would gather hundreds of suspects into 
a closely huddled mass and choose his victims; accord 
ing to a report of a bourgeois contemporary journal. 

. . A mounted officer pointed out to General Gal- 

lifet a man and a woman for some particular offense. 
The woman, rushing out of the ranks threw herself on 
her knees, and with outstretched arms, protested her 
innocense in passionate terms. The General waited for 
a pause, and then with the most impassable face and 
unmoved demeanor said: ‘Madame, I have visited even* 
theatre in Paris, your acting will have no effect on me’. 

. . . It was not a good thing on that day to be notice¬ 

ably taller, dirtier, cleaner, older, or uglier than one’s 
neighbors. One individual in particular struck me as 
probably owing his speedy release from the ills of this 
world to his having a broken nose. . . . Over a hun¬ 

dred being thus chosen, a firing party told off, and the 
column resumed its march, leaving them behind. A few* 
minutes afterwards a drooping fire in our rear com¬ 
menced, and continued for over a quarter of an hour. 

It was the execution of these summarily-convicted 
wretches.” * 

Not all died the death of heroes. Some bought 
their worthless hides with their own shame. At the 
trials Urbain, who proposed the decree on hostages, 
grovelled before the court and denounced the “crimes 
of the Commune.” Jourde, the delegate for Finances, 
servilely apologized for the relations of the Commune 
with the Bank of France. Rastoul announced that his 
protest against the Commune’s murders and crimes 
exceeded that of the Versaillese. Courbet, the painter 
of delicate pastorals, declared that he had voted for 
the demolition of the Vendome column only on aesthetic 
grounds (!) and repudiated the work of the Commune. 
The shameless drunkard Lullier, the first Communard 
general, boasted that he was in the pay of Versailles. 


* Quoted by Lucian Sanial from the London Daily News- 
of June 8, 187i. 
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But the best of the Communards, as tho with deliberate 
thrusts as these fawning cravens, shouted on the gal¬ 
lows: “Vive la Commune!’' 

Estimates vary as to the number that were mur¬ 
dered by the Versaillese after the fall of the Commune. 
Beyond a doubt, however, there were between twenty 
and thirty thousand slaughtered. Hundreds were 
exiled to bleak islands on the African coast. In all 
the Commune suffered at the hands of the reactionaries 
a loss of some 100,000 of the flower of the Parisian 
proletariat. The Co mmune paid with seas of blood 
f or its hjstorfc^jmd audacious.a11em pt "to estahilsh~t 1 1 e 
first revolut ion ary diet ators hip of the proleta riat, to 
emancipale the slave from the yoke. 

. . We shall remember June and October, and 

we too shall cry: Vae Victis! The fruitless butcheries 
since the June and October days, the wearisome sacri¬ 
ficial feast since February and March, the cannibalism 
of the counterrevolution will in itselt* convince the peo¬ 
ples that there is only one means of shortening, simpli¬ 
fying and concentrating the torturing death agonies of 
the old society, the bloody birth pangs of the new so¬ 
ciety, only one means—revolutionary terrorism.”* 

Thus wrote Marx on the aftermath of the revolu¬ 
tionary uprisings of 1848. The historic Wall of the 
Federals, around which more than ten thousand Fetl- 
erals and Communards were slaughtered by the miltrail- 
leuses of Thiers, bears mute testimony to the failure 
of the Commune to make full, iron use 'of the power 
which it had in its hands. It remained for the Bloody 
Week of the hideous Thiers to write the costly lesson 
large in letters of blood in the primers of the French 
working class and the workers of the world. 

Aftermath: The Fall of the International 

Marx, as has already been noted, had opposed the 

* Der Fall Wiens, von Karl Marx, A us dem literarischen 
Nachlass, von Karl Marx und Friedrich Engels, vol. Ill, 

I>. 100. 


56 





















setting up of the Commune, believing rather that the 
workers should use the relative freedom which the 
Third Republic afforded them to build up a mighty 
organization which in time would be able successfully 
to develop a proletarian revolution and hold it againrst 
all enemies. But when the workers rose in their armed 
might and fought to seize power Marx did not, like 
a pedant would, aid the enemy by an aloof chastise¬ 
ment or deprecating references to the untimeliness or 
incorrectness of the uprising. On the contrary he sum¬ 
moned all the genius at his command to aid them and 
threw the weight of his virile pen and the forces of 
the First International into an enthusiastic defense of 
the Commune. 

**. . . What elasticity, what historical initiative, 

what capabilities of self-sacrifice there are in these 
Parisians!” he wrote to Kugelmann immediately after 
the uprising. ‘‘After six months of starvation and de¬ 
struction by internal treason even more than by the 
external enemy, they rise, under Prussian bayonets as 
tho no war existed between France and Germany and 
the enemy did not stand before the doors of Paris’. 
History has no similar example of such greatness! 

. . . The present uprising . . _ . is the most glori¬ 

ous deed of our Party since the June insurrection.” * 

The real extent of his influence on the life of the 
Commune is not fully known. It is known from a letter 
by Marx to Professor Beesly that he was in fairly 
regular communication with the Communards. On the 
day after the signing of the Bismarck-dictated peace 
treaty with Favre and Pouyer-Quertier, he already in¬ 
formed the Communards of the facts. Thru an old 
friend, one Sigismund Borkheim, a successful wine 
merchant whose business called him constantly for 
trips from London to Paris, he kept in touch with the' 
revolutionaries, and received his information on the 
treaty thru the right hand man of Bismarck, Lotliar 

* Brief an Kugelmann, April 12. 1871. p. SO. 
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Bucher! Marx, who had a hold on Bucher because of 
the latter’s former connection with the German l-evolu- 
tionaries, was able to inform the Communards of the 
agreement reached whereby the first installment of the 
w-ar indemnity was to be paid to Bismarck only after 
the victory of Thiers over the Parisians. 

And when the Commune fell, it was not only a blow 
to Marx but also a death-thrust to the International. 
Jules Favre, the minister for foreign affairs of the 
Versaillese, called upon all the governments of Europe 
to suppress the International. Later the Spanish for¬ 
eign minister followed suit and also pleaded for the 
hounding to death of the First International. The 
International was pointed to by all as the “insidious 
and secret organization” which brought about the revo¬ 
lution. 

“. . . You know,” wrote Marx to his friend Kugel- 

man, ‘‘that during the whole period of the Parisian 
Revolution l was constantly denounced by the Versail¬ 
les sheets . . . and par repercussion by the journals 

here as the ‘grand chef de I’lnternationale’. The ad¬ 
dress (on the Civil War in France) . . . made a stir 

like the devil and I have the honor at the moment to 
be the best calumniated and most menaced man of Lon¬ 
don. . . . The government sheet—the ‘Observer’— 

threatens me with legal prosecution. Let them dare! 

I scoff at these canailles!”* 

The knell of the International had sounded, how¬ 
ever, and its demise was hastened by the bitter strug¬ 
gle that now developed with dagger-sharpness between 
the Marxists and the followers of the anarchist Bakunin. 
The German Eisenacliers began to move away from the 
International and consider themselves as a party 
within the borders of the German empire. In France, 
Thiers and Jules Favre passed an exception law against 
the International, and the factional strife which de¬ 
veloped in the ranks of the Communard emigres in 

* Brief an Kugelmann, June 18, 1871, p. 8S. 
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London, some o£ whom Marx drew into the General 
Council, did not considerably strengthen its influence. 
In Italy the strongest section of the International was 
suppressed and the movement fell under the influence 
of the Mazzinians. In Spain the Federal Council was 
forced to flee from persecution to Portugal. 

In England, Odger and Lucraft, trade union leaders 
who had been with the International from its incep¬ 
tion, used the publication of the Marxian address on 
the Paris Commune, as an excuse for withdrawal. They 
had made use of the International to insure their strug¬ 
gle for electoral rights and were now flirting with the 
Liberals. Marx had commented on these intrigues 
with the Liberals and bitterly denounced the departing 
Britishers as deserters who had sold themselves to 
the ministry for a mess of pottage in the form of a 
few laws that were passed which apparently gave 
greater liberties and rights to the unions only to ensure 
a deletion of any radical tendencies. 

The London Conference of the International in 1871, 
from which a number of countries were absent, was 
dominated completely by the Marxists. But the Bakun- 
inists were by no means crushed. They continued to 
build up their secret Alliance of the Socialist Democ¬ 
racy. Bakunin demanded that the International be a 
mirror of the future of the anarchist society by abolish¬ 
ing all centralization and authoritarianism. Marx cor¬ 
rectly insisted upon a centralized revolutionary inter¬ 
national. The two factions of the dying International 
began to work fevereshly for the capture of the coming 
Congress at the Hague, on September 2, 1872. 

At the Hague the Marxists had a majority of the 
delegates. The Bakuninists—Bakunin was not present 
and Guillaume led the fight—accused Marx of having 
packed the Congress with falsel>>credentialled del¬ 
egates; and there is but little doubt that many of the 
delegates might under ordinary circumstances have 
had a more justified origin. A little more than a 
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month before the Congress Marx wrote to Kugelnuum: 

“At the International Congress (Hague, opening Sep¬ 
tember 2) it will he a Question of life or death of the 
International, and before 1 step out, I want at least to 
secure it against the disintegrating elements. Germany 
must then have as many representatives as possible. If 
however, you will come, write to Hepner that I beg him 
to provide you with a credential as delegate. 

“Your, Karl Marx.” * 

A similar letter was written to Sorge in America. 
Marx came to the Congress with a credential from 
New York, and one each from Leipzig and Mainz; 
Engels received a credential from Breslau and New 
York. Hepner, of the Leipziger Volksstaat, was creden- 
tialled from New York; the Berliner, Friedlander, was 
a delegate from Zurich. For three days the Congress 
was taken up with the discussion of credentials and it 
w'as only on the fourth that they were able to get to 
their agenda. 

The main aim of Marx was accomplished. The 
Bakuninist Alliance was roundly condemned and 
Bakunin himself, together with Guillaume and Schwitz- 
guebel were forthwith expelled. The principle of 
political action was reaffirmed. The headquarters of 
the International were moved to New' York. 

In America a few more conferences were held be¬ 
fore the International was officially declared dead; in 
Europe the anarchists followed suit and dwindled down 
to next to nothing. The fall of the Commune, the bit¬ 
ter internal struggles, the coming to a close of a 
revolutionary period in Europe and the entry of the 
labor movement into a “peaceful” stage of develop¬ 
ment, brought the great first International to an end. 

The Heritage of the Commune 

The Commune -is written large in the history of 
the working class of the world. It was the first great 

• Brief an Kugelmann, July 29, 1S72, p. 91. 
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attempt of the proletariat of a nation to establish th\ 
rule of the working class thru the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, accompanied by weak, unclear efforts to 
adapt to this overthrow of bourgeois domination a new 
social order. 

The weaknesses, shortcomings, hesitance, lack of 
clarity and insufficiencies of the Commune have been 
pointed out. The lessons to be learned from its ex¬ 
perience must be studied by the struggling working 
class of the world. 

The main sour ce of the weakn ess of the Commune 
can be traced to The absence of a determined, cons cious 
TevolutTonary party which would have, given it direc- 
fion, firmness! and decision. 

“If in September, 1870, there had been found at the 
head of the proletariat of France the centralized party 
of revolutionary action,” writes Trotsky, “the entire- 
history of France and with it the entire history of 
Humanity would have taken another direction. If on 
the 18 of March power was found in the hands of the 
proletariat of Paris it was not because they had con¬ 
sciously seized it, but because their enemies had quit 
Paris.” 

Without a revolutionary proletarian party, without 
such an instrument the Paris Commune could not, de¬ 
spite the unparalleled heroism and the self-sacrifice of 
its noble defenders, maintain itself. With a ruling 
body in which almost every delegate "represented a 
different viewpoint, in w frlch~~Ther e did not r eign a 
dominating single clear idea, it was natural that the 
results would prove Tfafal jto the uprisIngT Ever! the 
vague viewpoint wilich united its two leadin g groups 

w as shattered by the concr ete ex periences which they 

underwent. The P roudhonia ns found their doctrinaire 
huffed for association of labor and industry confronted 
by their own decrees in the Commune w r hich aimed 
at the organization of great industries and the feder¬ 
ation of the workers in every factory into one great 
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/• relation. The Blanquists, the doctrinaries of highly- 
pitched dictatorial centralism, failed to follow out 
even their own theories and neglected completely the 
centralization of the political and military apparatus, 
as well as the agitation in the provinces for the unity 
of revolutionary Communes thruout the land. 

The Communards made the error of failing to use 
the power which had fallen into their hands to con¬ 
solidate the rule of the working class and complete 
the ruin of the bourgeoisie. The failure to push the 
attack upon the Yersaillese and spread the hegemony 
of the revolutionary proletariat thruout the country 
was a fatal blow to the uprising. Their refusal to 
push forward determinedly the work of expropriating 
the expropriators, taking over the economic life and 
substance of the city was another source of weakness. 

The feebleness of their attempts to put hands on 
the Bank of France, which as Engels says was worth 
ten thousand hostages, was an indication of this grave 
fault. This point was only a sharp indication of the 
failure of the Communards to take even a thousandth 
part of the advantages of power to suppress with an 
iron hand the enemy, that the Versaillese took. 

The history of Bloody Week is a bitter lesson 
learned by the proletariat, a lesson which means un¬ 
relenting struggle against an unscrupulous enemy, the 
utilization of all the instruments and means of prole¬ 
tarian power for the extermination of the brutal vam¬ 
pire of the ruling class. 

The difficulty of an insufficiently developed working 
class, the lack of a political party of clear principles, 
tactics and experience, and the absence of highly de¬ 
veloped industry, might have been overcome by the 
Commune had it not been forced to assume the defen¬ 
sive on the military field from the beginning. Its 
natural anxiety for defense from extermination by the 
Versaillese made it, to put it mildly, difficult to begin 
very much economic work. The steps it took despite 
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' these difficulties already gave an indication as to the 
real socialist nature of its economic measures and quite 
safe predictions can be made as to the development 
towards a socialist economy that might have resulted 
thru the military victory of the Comunards over Thiers. 

The Commune, slandered and calumniated by the 
bourgeoisie for decades, is the property of the revolu¬ 
tionary working class today, in the Communist move¬ 
ment where its spirit is embodied. The Commune 
lives in even more heroic form, in broader lines, with 
more power and greater clarity of purpose in the revo¬ 
lution of the Russian workers and peasants. The 
existence of the revolutionary movement of the work¬ 
ing class today, honoring the great Paris Commune 
and carefully learning from its experience, the existence 
;of the first working class republic in Russia is the 
“vindication which history and the working class have 
rendered the heroic efforts of the Parisian working 
men. 

The working class of Russia has long ago learned 
the lesson of the Paris Commune. Painstakingly they 
built up their iron regiments into a mighty Bolshevik 
party, armed with the sharp weapons of Marxism, and 
dominated by the irrestisible will to power which led 
the first successful proletarian revolution in the world. 
The revolutionaries of Russia knew that the chief 
source of success in the uprising for liberty was a 
conscious group, a party of the vanguard of the work¬ 
ing class which would be able to give leadership and 
direction to the struggle, the lack of which was the 
_ evil genius of the Commune. 

' *. And the Communist movement of the world today, 
..learning equally the lessons of the Commune and of the 
three revolutions in Russia; of the revolutions and 
uprisings in Germany, Hungary, Bulgaria, Italy and 
Finland, is preparing for the revolution by building 
up more strongly every day the fighting parties of 
Communism, steeled in every struggle. 






•'Workingmen's Paris,” wrote Marx in his brilli.mt 
Civil \V;.r in France, “with its Commune, will he for¬ 
ever celebrated as the glorious harbinger of a new 
soviet v. Its martyrs are enshrined in the great heart 
of the working class. Its exterminators history has al¬ 
ready nailed to that eternal pillory from which all the 
prayers of their priests will not avail to redeem them.” 


It is the admirable and fitting eulogy to the imme¬ 
morable action of the Paris w kers. The celebration 
of the Commune is the celebration of the approaching 
victory of the most oppressed class in history. The 
lessons of the Commune are being slowly learned by 
the workers. In its lofty spirit of heroism the revolu¬ 
tion of today finds new inspiration and courage and 
determination. 

“The cause of the Commune is the cause of the 
social revolution," said the greatest Communard of all 
times, Lenin, “of the complete political and economic 
liberation of the working class, the cause of the prole¬ 
tariat of the entire world. And in this sense it is 
Immortal." 
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